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Our Learning for today:

LEQ: Why is it important to understand
the main idea of a text?

Objective: | can use details from a text
to determine the main idea of a passage
of text.
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I Do Now :

L e -

In your own words, what is main idea?

The main idea is

Make sure to restate the question in your own words, and provide a complete
though. This means that you MUST begin your sentence with a capital letter and

end your statement with a period.

r———_—-———_————_1

I Vocabulary Guided Notes :

Main Idea: What the " s about.

i

Supporting Details: Details that help the

of the story.
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Directions: Read the paragraph, determine the main idea. Underline your evidence that
best supports your choice in main idea.

How Far Lightning Travels

6 Lightning can flash faster than you can blink. During a single flash,
lightning can streak down to the ground and back up to the clouds. A
lightning stroke that flashes down to earth can stretch up to nine miles
(14 kilometers). That’s taller than the world’s highest mountain.
Lightning flashes from cloud to cloud can travel even longer distances,

What is the main idea of paragraph 67

Lightning can reach from the sky to the ground.
A bolt of lightning can travel up to nine miles.

Flashes of lightning can jump from one cloud to another.

O N o >

Lightning can move over large distances very quickly.

1. In your own words, what is the main idea of the paragraph above? Use
RACES to answer. Cite two details from the paragraph above to support
your answer.

The main idea of the paragraph above is
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I Application Activity :

Directions: Read the paragraph, determine the main idea. Underline your evidence that best

L e e e e e e = -

supports your choice in main idea.

One cold day, Mariko and her dad were walking io the store.
“I'm tired of winter,” said Mariko.
Dad waved at their neighbor. “I bet Mr. Hill wishes spring would come too.”

Mariko looked up to see Mr. Hill in his window. He waved, and she
waved back.

“Mr. Hill loves his garden,” said Mariko. Mr. Hill had the prettiest spring
flower garden. It was full of tulips and daffodils.

Dad nodded. “Yes, he does. And since he is old, it is hard for him to go
outside in winter. The streets are too icy.”

At the store, Mariko helped Dad choose milk, bread, and carrots.
“You may choose a treat for yourself, Mariko,” said Dad.

Mariko thought an apple would taste good. But suddenly something else
caught her eye.

She pulled on Dad’s sleeve. “Oh, Dad, look, dattodils!”

Dad smiled. “Is that the treat you want?”

Mariko nodded.

Mariko couldn’t stop looking at her daffodils all the way home. But when she
got to Mr. Hill’s house, she stopped. She looked up at the window.

“Wait here, Dad, please,” she said. “I'll be right back.”

Mariko rang the doorbell.

When Mr. Hill came to the door, Mariko held out the daffodils.

M. Hill's face hit up hike the sun.

“What a wonderful winter surprise!” he cried. “You have brought me spring!”



What is this story mostly about?

A shopping for groceries
B walking to the store

C being nice to a neighbor
D working in the garden

1. In your own words, what is the main idea of the
paragraph above? Use RACES to answer. Cite
two details from the paragraph above to support
your answer.
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Directions: Read the paragraph, determine the main idea. Underline your evidence that best supports your

choice in main idea.

Finding the Main Idea

Saturday at the Carnival

James and his sister, Anna, =
went fo the carnival on = N
Saturday. They rcde the merry-
go-round, the roller coaster
and the Ferris wheel. James
ate popcorn and a hot dog.
AnNnna drank lemonade and
ate an apple. They saw many exciting shows. They
were fired when they went home.

@ &

What is the main idea2 Circle the correct answer.
A. James and Anna were hungry.

B. James and Anna did many things at the carnival.
C. The merry-go-round was broken.

D. The carnival was on Saiurday.

1. In your own words, what is the main idea of the paragraph above? Use RACES to answer.
Cite two details from the paragraph above to support your answer.
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Main Idea:
When you are looking for the main idea:

1. Read the entire text.
2. Think “what did | mostly just read about”
3. Underline evidence that supports your thinking.

Dear Ms. Maisenbacher, My signature is proof that | have reviewed my scholar’s ELA homework

Parent Signature ©
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The main idea of a text tells what the text is mostly

about. Supporting details are the sentences that Iﬁ ?\

support the main idea.

or underline one supporting detail in the text. An example hos

Directions: Read the parogrophs below. Then choose w
the best main idea from the multiple choice options. Highlight 4 v/

been done for you.

EXAMPLE:

Fizza is a favorite foed in the United Slotes.
Pizza is from Italy in the lote 1800s. It became
popular in the United Stotes ofter World War 1.
People like to cdd toppings.Some foppings are

pepperon, sausage, ond vegetables. These
toppings give pizza more flavor. Pepperoni s
America’s favorite topping.

. Living things are crganisms with cerfain
choracteristics. They need water, food,

and oir to survive. They grow and change,
ond they move on their own. Living things
reproduce, or make more of themselves.

For example, plants and animals are living
things. Plants make their own food and
animals eat plants or other animals for food.

. Hove you ever seen a giraffe at the zoo?
Girafes are the tallest animals in the world.

The average height of a giraffe is 16-18 feet tall.

This animol hos o very long neck and legs.
Giraffes eat the leaves from tall trees. Other
animals cannct reach that high. Male giraffes
are even taller than female giraffes.

V/hat is the main idea of the passage?
a. Pizza is made from flour.

b. Pizza was first made in ltaly.

¢. You should ect the delicious pizza.

@?’izm is a poputar meal in the United States.

What is the main idea of the passage?
a. There are four characteristics of living things.

b. Animals make their own food.
c. Allliving things need sunlight.

d. Plants ect other plants,

VWhat is the main idea of the passoge?
a. Giraffes are extremely tall animals.
b. Giraffes don't sleep very much.

c. Giraffes are unique cnimals.

d. GiraHes eat leoves.

10



r—-=—====1

I Your Turn 1
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Directions: Read the paragraph, determine the main idea. Underline your evidence that best supports your
choice in main idea.

Brighter Choice
Charter School for Boys

Day #
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Our Toolkit for the day, 'ﬁafé’, ¥
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Our Learning for today:

LEQ: How can we determine the main
idea of a text?

Obg'ective: I can read a passage and use
supporting details to determine the main
idea of a passage.

12
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I Do Now :
L.

How can we determine the main idea of a text?

Make sure to restate the question in your own words, and provide a complete
though. This means that you MUST begin your sentence with a capital letter and
end your statement with a period.

r—_—_———1

I Video Notes |

R

As you watch the video, take notes on the lines below about the strategies
you hear to help you determine the main idea of a passage.

13
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Directions: Read the paragraph, determine the main idea. Underline your evidence that best supports your choice
in main idea.

Wouldn't it be funny if your mom said to you, “It’s time for bed, Honey.
It's almost November!” Well, if you were a bear cub, your mother might be
getting you ready to go into a deep sleep around October.

That “deep sleep™ is called “hibernation.” Bears who live where it is cold go
into hibernation to survive the winter. By taking this long nap, they can get
through the chilly and snowy months when the food they eat, like berries and
nuts, cannot be found.

Have you ever heard someone say they are as hungry as a bear? Bears need
to eat a lot of food before hibernation. They eat so much that they may gain up
to forty pounds of fat in a week.

During the winter, bears will live off the fat stored in their bodies. Bears are
able to do that because their bodies use a lot less energy during hibernation.
That is because their heartbeats slow down. Their breathing slows down, too.
Their bodies don’t grow and body temperature drops.

If you were going to sleep all winter, wouldn’t you want to be in a safe,
protected place? That is what a bear wants, so it will look for a cave or a hollow
tree to use as its den. It makes a bed using grass, leaves, and twigs. The bear
may start to hibernate as early as October and might not wake up until April
or May, when the weather is warm again.

When the bear awakens, it will have lost much of the fat that was gained.
But springtime will bring a fresh supply of berries and nuts to enjoy until it is
time to hibernate again in the fall.



This article is mostly about how bears

F

—-—x O

gather their food
look for dens

sleep during winter
make their beds

1. In your own words, what is the main idea of the

paragraph above? Use RACES to answer. Cite two

details from the paragraph above to support your
answer.

15
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:—Application Activity |

Directions: Read the paragraph, determine the main idea. Underline your evidence that best supports your choice
in main idea.

Now voarr windsock s ready to use, but how does 1t work? Wind Hows through
the tube and makes 3t iy and dance around. Hold the windsodk up in the air by us
aring ard run around. It wall fly behind you. You can abso hang 1t outside and watch
1t dance around on its onwn!

You just need to follow 3 few casy steps.
You will need:

¢ one piece of heavy colored paper

o five ribbons

e strong tape

o astnng

e apency

What to do:

Step 1: First, decorate the paper. You can
draw pictures on 1. You ¢an write your mame 14
Do anvthing that will make it speaial to vou

Step 2: Roll the paper into the shape of 2
tube. Hold one of the shorter edges over the
other. Then tape the tube together at cach end

and in the maddle.

Step 3: Use a peneid to poke 2 hole into both
sades of the tube. The boles shoukd be only on
one end of the tube. Pull the stning through
both holes. Then tie the ends of the stning

together.

Step 4: Now poke five boles around the top
of the other end of the tube. Put a ribbon
through cach of the holex Tie a knot in the
ends. Make sure the knots are bigger than

the holes.
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2. In your own words, what is the main idea of the
paragraph above? Use RACES to answer. Cite two

details from the paragraph above to support your
answer.

17



Name: Week 9 Day 2 Date:
BCCS-B Harvard Yale Princeton

r—_————_

| Exit Ticket :

N

Directions: Read the paragraph, determine the main idea. Underline your evidence that best supports your choic
in main idea.

———< Main [dea >

Reod eoch parograph and choose the main idea.

I have a dog named Boots. 1 tought him lots of The main idea of the parogroph &
tricks. When | tell km to, Boots will sit or lay down. He a. Boots is my dog.
can abko wave his pow © greet people. When 3oy, b. Boots con sit.
"Dorce, Boots.”, he will stand up on two legs and wdlk. c. Boots is very smart.
I don't know of many dogs that can do such omazing d. Most dogs con't darce.
fricks.

Yesterdoy was my brthday. When | woke up, The main Klea of this parogroph &:
I noticed my brother Todd hung up o big sign that soid, a. Todd had a greot birthdoy.
"Hoppy Birthday. Joey!” Mom made spoghetti for dinner. b. Joey hod a great birthday.
t's my faverite food in the whole world. My friend Dave c. Todd got lots of gifts.
come over and handed me o wropped gift. | wondered d. Joey got lots of gifts.

what it was. 1t was a new basketbdll! | had a great doy.

Peter’s parents bought a new carpet for the lkving The man idea of this parogroph &:

room. Now, he hos 1o take his shoes of f when he enters a. Peter cannot go in the living room.
the house. He's dso not diowed to eat or drirk in the b. Peter’s porents den't lke the carper.
Iving room ony more. Peter’s furry dog en't alowed to c. Peter lkes to mcke o mess

play ball in there either. When his parents got the d. Peter’s parents mode new rules

new corpet, there were lots of new rules. o the new corpet stays cleen.
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Our Toolkit for the day

Main Idea:
When you are looking for the main idea:

1. Read the entire text.
2. Think “what did | mostly just read about”
3. Underline evidence that supports your thinking.

Dear Ms. Maisenbacher, My signature is proof that | have reviewed my scholar’s ELA homework

Parent Signature ©
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Directions: Read the paragraph, determine the main idea. Underline your evidence that best supports your
choice in main idea.

S w e . e A e R W e e T W We Uew e e e - - W S e W GG W o e

MAIN IDEA: “=°
Woerking bcgs

The main idea of o text rtelis whaot the text
is mostly aboul. Supporting details are
the sentences that support the mam idea.

Fa s T LR R SRRy W B et

i?ari 7. Read the poragroph below.
wisrking dogs ore onimals thot baove a job. These onimaols ore froined 1o held people.

They protect peopie. They maks lfe sosieor, Some dogs work with poboe wficers. Thoy holp
shrery ¥

i crirmenals or weopons, Other Sogs alio help find people. They ore calied seorch

and rescue dogs They ore raimed 1o Hind mizung poogic when there iz o duaster like o

oo, ovmanche, or rorsado. Othoe dogs oot o3 eves for poopie with wsuol Ea st ot gy st tat s N

crme dog: oct oz eors for poopie with hearing impairment:. Service dogs oon olzo be halpars
inr people whe are physicaly chalionged. Dogs bezome working dogs when they are speciaily

rranumedd o help ong protect peopis.

art 2. Complete the graphic orgaonizer by choosing the best main idec and
supportmg details from the sentences below. Some choices will not be used.

MMamn ldeo:

- . e e e e e e e o A e e A T e W N R M M AR W e MR R W R T e e W AR e e e e e e

Y e e o - - - m*zipcigquwgQf;gég&gpgg‘ig{g»yy;

fncng crirmincis ond weopons.

i, Working oogs must bo pupmes,

£

& deg con helip poople web visuo!
oot By orteig o thasr @yes
o, Working dogs are roined dogs

thot hoelp peopio.
g g . Swene dogs belp people with heanmg
irmpeoir revarits By ootng as their oors.

oty

Py d«:g shouid be fed ond loved
if 5t going 1o be helpful
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Our Learning for today ‘ Our Toolkit for the day, u b

LEQ: How can using context clues help
us determine the meaning of unknown
words in a passage?

Obg'ective: | can use context clues to

determine and explain the meaning of
unknown words in a passage

22
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I Do Now :

L e e -

What are context clues?

Make sure to restate the question in your own words, and provide a complete
though. This means that you MUST begin your sentence with a capital letter and
end your statement with a period.

Vccabulary Guided Notes !

Context Clues: the author gives us about the ofa
or phrase.
Unknown: Something that we yet know or understand.

_—_———_—_—_—_—1

Vldeo Notes |

As you watch the video, take notes on the different strategies you hear on how to determine the
meaning of unknown words in a passage using context clues.

23
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Directions: Read the excerpts from the passages. Determine the meaning of the unknown
words or phrases. Underline your evidence.

Martho couldn't stop looking at her daffoduls all the way home. But when she
sot to Mr, Hill's house, she stopped. She lookad up at the window,

“Wait here, Dad, please.” she sard. "Ull be night back)”

Mariko rang the doorbell.

When Mr. Hill came to the door, Marko held out the datfodis,
Mr Hill's face It up hike the sun.

“What 2 womderful winter surprise!” he cried. “You have brought me spring!”
Read this sentence from the story.

Mr. Hill’s face lit up like the sun.

This sentence means that Mr. Hill is

A. Kind
B. Shy

C. Happy
D. Confused

1. Using your underlined evidence, Explain the meaning of the unknown word or phrase from
the passage. Use RACES to structure you response.

24
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Directions: Read the excerpts from the passages. Determine the meaning of the unknown
words or phrases. Underline your evidence.

;i’ﬂ 1t K ’fiﬁi ﬁ,@ﬁg i“ a\ﬂ&i $ve *ff

%%ﬂé %w@% %m” 3 cave or 3 holiow
, m 3 &aﬁ using grass, leaves, and twygs. The beas
tate as carly as October and might not wake up untdd Apnil

or May, when the weather 18 warm agan.

When the bear awakens. 1t will have lost much of the fat that was gamned.
But &wzzméz@f will bring a fresh supply of berries and nuts to enjoy until it s
time to hubernate agan i the fall

The articke says that spring brings "3 fresh supphy of besmies and nats™ for bears

#

the word "fresh” most likely means

Fosman
G dem
H bright

J new

2. Using your underlined evidence, Explain the meaning of the unknown word or phrase from the passage.
Use RACES to structure you response.

25
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Directions: Read the excerpts from the passages. Determine the meaning of the unknown
words or phrases. Underline your evidence.

You Can Make a Windsock’

Have you ever seena windsock blowing 1n the wand? Well, you can make one of
vour own! This 15 hun proxect that vou can do with things you may have at home.

You st need to follow & few casy steps,

Read this sentense from the antwle
This is a fun project that you can do with things you may have at home,
Thie wurd “project” most likely means
pro; )

A e
B sy
C show
D i

26



3. Using your underlined evidence, Explain the meaning of the unknown word or phrase from
the passage. Use RACES to structure you response.

27
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Directions: Read the excerpts from the passages. Determine the meaning of the unknown
words or phrases. Underline your evidence.

My Favorite Sweater
by Bonnie Highsmith Toylor

My favorite swealer grow oo smnall

1 loved that sweater best of all

My grandma made 1t when | owas three.
h%u nm«;.ix, that sweater just for me.

I picked the varn, a special blue

The color of bluebells, wet with dew,
When I was three  was very small
But now I'm five and mudch too walll

I have a now jacket now that’s green
So b gave my sweater to our cat Crueern.

Queen just had kittens out in the shed.
My favorite sweater s now therr bed.

4. Using your underlined evidence, Explain
Read this hine from the poem, the meaning of the unknown word or
phrase from the passage. Use RACES to

My favorite sweater grew too small,
- structure you response.

What does this bne mean?

The girl Bkes small sweatens,
i

The girl bevame too big for the sweater,

X am™m

The gil's grandma made 3 small sweater,
Is

The garl's sweater hecame smadler than it once was,




Name: Week 9 Day 3 Date:
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Main ldea:

When you use clues in a story to figure out the meaning of a new word you are
using context clues.

4. Clues are in the same sentence as the new word and the sentences around
it too.

5. Clues can be found by thinking about how the word is used in a sentence.

6. Clues can also be found by thinking about the main idea and details of the

story.

Dear Ms. Maisenbacher, My signature is proof that | have reviewed my scholar’s ELA homework

Parent Signature ©
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Directions: Read the excerpts from the passages. Determine the meaning of the unknown
words or phrases. Underline your evidence.

5 When Riley sat down to take her skates off, Craig said, “I wish I could
fly”
6 Riley retied her skate laces and crouched next to Craig. “Get on my

back. she said, and Craig did. Riley started skating, but Craig didn’t feel
like he was flying. It just felt like a wobbly piggy-back ride.

What does the word “crouched” mean as it is used in paragraph 62

A spunaround
B hentdown
C  stoodup

D fellover

Fast Facts
10 Itdoes not have to be raining outside for lightning to strike. Lightning
can strike both before and after the rain falls, or even when there is no rain
at all. Lightning helps nature by putting nitrogen into the ground and air.
Nitrogen is a nutrient. That means it feeds plants and helps them grow.

What does the word “nutrient” mean as it is used in paragraph 107
A atypeoflightning
B asupplyofheat

C  akindof plant 30

D aformoffood
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Name: Week 9 Day 4 Date:
BCCS-B Harvard Yale Princeton

Our Learning for today: I Our Toolkit for the daygN

LEQ: How can understanding unknown
vocabulary words better help us
understand a text?

Obg'ective: | can use context clues to
determine and explain the meaning of
unknown words in a passage

32
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I Do Now :

I

How can context clues help us understand words or phrases in a passage?

Context clues help me understand

Make sure to restate the question in your own words, and provide a complete though. This means
that you MUST begin your sentence with a capital letter and end your statement with a period.

r———_—_—_———_——1

I Vocabulary Guided Notes :

e e e e e e -

Explain: To something or to something in more

Structure: How you or something

33
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Directions: Read the excerpts from the passages. Determine the meaning of the unknown
words or phrases. Underline your evidence.

15 In time, Nitro learned where every bump, every tree, and every food box was
in his new cage. When he did, the sand and the peppermint could be put away.
Nitro was finally home.

16 Carctakers noticed a big change in Nitro. He mastered his space. He couldn't
see people. But he knew where they were, even if they stood perfectly still.

In paragraph 16, what does the word “mastered” suggest about Nitro?

A that he needed a larger space
B that he felt comfortable in his space
C that he liked people to visit his space

D that he wanted to defend his space

5. Using your underlined evidence, Explain the meaning of the unknown word or phrase from the passage.

Use RACES to structure you response.

34
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Directions: Read the excerpts from the passages. Determine the meaning of the unknown
words or phrases. Underline your evidence.

42 “Let’s follow the smell,” said Ivy.

43 “Great idea,” said 1zzy.

44 So lzzy, Inez, and Ivy went outside. They walked around the yard, sniffing.

45 “Check out the area behind these bushes,” said 12zy.

46 “IThat’s Baxter’s favorite napping spot,” said Inez. “The ground there is covered

Read the sentence from paragraph 45 of the story.
“Check out the area behind these bushes,” said 1zzy.

Which best describes the meaning of “check out” as it is used in the sentence?
o

search

write on

Nn «© »

sit next to

D stay away {rom

6. Using your underlined evidence, Explain the meaning of the unknown word or phrase from the passage.
Use RACES to structure you response.

35
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| Application Activity :

Directions: Read the excerpts from the passages. Determine the meaning of the unknown
words or phrases. Underline your evidence.

17 “He would hide them behind the big, ugly brown chair in the living room,”
Josh said.

18 “That chair is not ugly!” Mom scolded.

19 “OK, Mom,” Mary Jane groaned. “I'm going to see if my scraps are behind it.”

She hopped out of her seat and ran into the next room. With a gruni, she slowly
pulled out the heavy chair. “My stuff'is here!” she gasped. “And here are some
hair ribbons I thought I had lost along with a wash cloth I remember dropping
the other day”

Read these sentences from paragraph 19.

She hopped out of her seat and ran into the next room. With a grunt, she
slowly pulled out the heavy chair.

Which words give the best clue for why Mary Jane grunts?

A “hopped out”
B “ran into”
C “she slowly”

D “heavy chair”

7. Using your underlined evidence, Explain the meaning of the unknown word or phrase from the passage.
Use RACES to structure you response.
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Directions: Read the excerpts from the passages. Determine the meaning of the unknown
words or phrases. Underline your evidence.

The Need for Speed

3 Before cars, people used their own feet or animals for transportation. People
walked. They rode horses, camels, even elephants. Or they drove wagons,
carriages, or sleds. Animals provided the power. Travel was slow and difficult.
People rarely went far. They couldn’t carry many goods with them.

4 Inventors began to dream. What could go faster? What could haul heavier
loads? Could they build a vehicle with its own source of power?

In paragraph 4, the word “vehicle” means something that

A leads to questions
B takes vears to create
C moves people and goods

D encourages people to invent

10 Other car inventors had a different idea for power. Would electric batteries
work? 'The first electric car was invented in the 1830s in Scotland. By 1900,
electric cars were the most popular kind of car in the U.S. They were quiet. They
didn’t smell as much.

11 Yet they had drawbacks, too. Most could only go about 30 to 60 kilometers
(20 to 40 miles). Then the battery died. Places to plug in and recharge the battery
were scarce.

Read this sentence from paragraph 11.

Yet they had drawbacks, too.

The word “drawbacks™ shows that the electric car

A was not quickly accepted by the public
B changed the way that people traveled

C did not provide a perfect solution
D

used batteries for power
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Main ldea:

When you use clues in a story to figure out the meaning of a new word you are
using context clues.

7. Clues are in the same sentence as the new word and the sentences around
it too.

8. Clues can be found by thinking about how the word is used in a sentence.

9. Clues can also be found by thinking about the main idea and details of the
story.

Dear Ms. Maisenbacher, My signature is proof that | have reviewed my scholar’s ELA homework
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'Your Turn I
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Directions: Read the excerpts from the passages. Determine the meaning of the unknown
words or phrases. Underline your evidence.

by Saviour rrrorra

1 One day, as Niel was strolling down the road, he spotted a snake trapped
between two rocks. Niel hated seeing a creature in trouble. He pulled apart
the rocks carefully so that the snake could slither away.

2 “I owe you a reward,” said the snake. “Hold out your hand”” And the
snake dropped a snake tooth into his palm.

3 “Wear it around your neck,” he whispered, “and you'll understand
everything that animals say. But if you reveal your secret, the charm won't
work anymore”

4 “I won't tell anyone,” Niel assured him.

5 The snake flicked out his tongue. “Beware! Secrets are hard to keep, my
friend”
$32030130.3

1 Read paragraphs 3 and 4 from the story.

“Wear it around your neck,” he whispered, “and you’ll understand everything
that animals say. But if you reveal your secret, the charm won’t work
anymore.”

“I won’t tell anyone,” Niel assured him.

Which word from paragraph 3 or 4 best helps the reader understand the meaning of
the word “reveal”?

A whispered

B understand
C tell
D assured
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'Your Turn |
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Directions: Read the excerpts from the passages. Determine the meaning of the unknown
words or phrases. Underline your evidence.

But the real dig wasn’t at all what hed expected. For starters, he wasn't
even digging. “No shovels,” Dave, the paleontologist in charge, told them.
“Any dinosaur bones buried here should be within a couple of feet of the
surface. We don’t want to risk clunking around and breaking them.” Then
hed handed out ice picks and paint brushes and showed everyone how to
chip and brush away sand and dirt, slowly and carefully, a little bit at a time.

“The most important thing is knowing where to look,” Dave said. “Some
rocks aren’t old enough to have dinosaur bones. Other rocks are too old.
We've studied this area before and found lots of fossils, so I'm hopeful you’ll
find some too!”

Well, that had been two days ago, and so far the most exciting thing
Benny had found was that his front tooth was loose. He wiggled it now. If he
couldn’t find any dinosaur bones, at least he could show his friends back
home that hed lost another tooth.

Dave crouched beside Benny. “How’s it going?” he asked.
“OK,” Benny said. It didn’t seem very nice to say that he was bored. “This
is pretty slow”

Dave nodded. “Yep,” he agreed. “It’s hard work. Sometimes paleontologists
and fossil hunters look for weeks without finding anything. And we hardly
ever find a whole skeleton” He added, “You know, Ben, if you're tired of
searching, you can always help someone else on the crew”

14203070 .2

19  Based on paragraphs 2 and 7, a “paleontologist” is a person who mainly

A  digs deep in the ground

B studies ancient animal bones
C leads a big team
D

finds complete animal skeletons
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Name:

BCCS-B

Week 9 Day 5 Date:
Harvard Yale Princeton

Our Learning for today:

11/20

CCLS: RL.3.3: Describe characters in a
story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or
feelings) and explain how their actions
contribute to the sequence of events.

LEQ: How can we determine a
character’s traits, feelings and
motivations in a passage?

Obg'ective: | can determine character
traits motivations and feelings through
surrounding supporting details in a
passage.

Our Toolkit for the day &N/ |
L]

On the inglda:
~brave
~brean tale ~$matt
-prefly ~arkv
«plrk 2dirt ~Yanext

fow to desciibe a yeﬁamcter

I. Character Traits

il the mapects of & person's
bebavior that take up their
peryomality,

Z. Moﬂva’llohs

7 The reazoh why the oharacter
behaves the way they do,

5, Feelings

(Q The way the caragter feeh in the 3
(q ttory. They can tave multiple
feelinge tiroughout the slory.
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I Do Now :

b - -

Can a story tell us about a character’s feelings, motivations, and actions?

Make sure to restate the question in your own words, and provide a complete
though. This means that you MUST begin your sentence with a capital letter and
end your statement with a period.

r—————_—_-———_—1

I Vocabulary Guided Notes :

e e e e e e e e -

Character: the story is about.

Motivation: The the character does

Feelings: a character feels in the story. These feelings can

Actions: What a character

Traits: How we a character’s or
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Directions: Read the excerpts from the passages. Answer the questions that relate to the
character.

Dave crouched beside Benny. “Hows it going?” he asked,

“OK;" Benny said. It dida't seem very nice to sa that he was bored. “Thi
s pretty slow

Dave nodded. “Yep,he agreed. ‘165 hard work. Sometines paleontologists
and fossil hunters look for weeks without finding anything, And we hardly
ever find a whole skelcton.” He added, “You know, Ben, if youte tired of
searching, you can aways help someone elsc on the crew.

20

142030651

Read this sentence from paragraph 7.

He added, “You know, Ben, if you're tired of searching, you can always help
someone else on the crew.”

What does this show about Dave?

A Heis concerned that Ben may be fecling unhappy.
B He hopes that Ben will work harder than he has been,
C  He needs Ben to work with some of the others in the group.

D Heis worried that Ben will become careless with the tools.
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11

Benny thought holding the GPS tool might be fun, but he wasn't giving
up. “T'll keep looking,” he said. “But,” he added, thinking out loud, “the
pictures always show dinosaurs in swampy places. Did they live in deserts,
too?”

“Ahh,” said Dave. “Some probably did, but not around here. Millions of
years ago, this wasn't desert. It was wet and green and lush. The Earth’s
changed a lot since the time of the dinosaurs.” Dave slapped Benny on the
back and got to his feet. “Keep up the good work, Ben,” he said
encouragingly. “I think today will be your lucky day!”

Pick, chip, brush, and sweep. Benny bent over his patch of rocky ground
and carefully cleared away the sand and gravel. When he needed a break, he
wiggled his loose tooth. The sun climbed higher and hotter into the sky. He
was getting into the rhythm of things. Either that, or the heat was just
making him drowsy.

14203045 ¢

‘2‘]‘ Paragraphs 9 through 11 show that Benny

A knows about changes that took place over time
B prefers working in cooler weather

C  enjoys thinking out loud
D

continues to work hard
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Appllcatlon Activity |

Directions: Read the excerpts from the passages. Answer the questions that relate to the

character.

GETTING A BETTER LOOK

Week 9 Day 5 Date:

Harvard Yale

6 After the family trip to Pennsylvania, a friend lent Neil a pair of binoculars.
Neil went to the roof of his building and looked at the night sky through the
binoculars. He was amazed to see craters—large, bowl-shaped holes—on the
moon. He wanted to see more. When he was eleven, his parents bought him a

telescope.

~-1

Soon Neil wanted a bigger telescope to learn
more aboul astronomy. But a more powerful
telescope cost two hundred dollars. Neil’s
parents didn’t have a lot of extra money. So Neil
started a business walking dogs for people who
lived in his building.

astronomy = the scientific
study of stars, planets, and
other objects in outer space

He walked several dogs three times a day. Most days, he earned five dollars,

He saved his money until he had enough to pay for half of the telescope he

wanted. His parents paid for the other half.

What do paragraphs 6 through 8 show about Neil's parents?

A 'They work hard to give Neil everything he wants.
B ‘They are supportive of Neil's interests.
C They set good examples for Neil to follow.

D ‘They want Neil to become a scientist.

Princeton
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Using your underlined evidence, Explain the meaning of the unknown word or phrase from the
passage. Use RACES to structure you response.
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Exit Ticket
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Directions: Read the excerpts from the passages. Answer the questions that relate to the
character.

15 In time, Nitro learned where every bump, every tree, and every food box was
in his new cage. When he did, the sand and the peppermint could be put away.
Nitro was finally home.

16 Caretakers noticed a big change in Nitro. He mastered his space. He couldn’t
see people. But he knew where they were, even if they stood perfectly still.

17 He chuffled in tlllfzxr direction ?0 ge.t them to answer. [[515"vou KNOW?
He wanted to hear if he knew their voices. He wanted

to know who they were. What's a chuffle? It's the

sound a tiger makes

18 Nitro, the blind tiger, has become a Rescue when it sees or smells a
favorite. Volunteers guide people through Carolina | friend. It sounds like a
Tiger Rescue once a week. They never miss a stop purr with a tiny cough.

at Nitro's cage. They tell his story and give him little
~treats (scraps of chicken or beef). Nitro never disappoints.

What causes Nitro to chuffle?

A being aware of people
B feeling afraid
C wanting a treat

D having a cough
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'Your Turn |
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Directions: Read the excerpts from the passages. Answer the questions that relate to the

character.

21 He trailed off. Caroline was standing right in front of Raj's desk. “Good job on
the quiz,” she said.

22 “Thanks,” Raj replied. Then he added, “You, too—I mean, winning the past
two weeks. I thought you were going to beat me again today.”

23 Caroline shrugged. “At my old school, I was the best at math, so [ always won.
IUs fun to have some competition here. [t makes math more exciting.”

24 Fun? Exciting? Raj stared at her. What was fun about losing?

25 “Are you going to try to win the title back next Friday?” he asked.

26 “Of course”” She patted her backpack and smiled. “I've got my flashcards right
here.”

27 “I've got mine, too,” he said quickly, pulling them out of his desk.

28 “Great!” she said. “Well, see you Monday. And good luck, champ”

Use RACES to write your response. R- restate the question A — Answer the question C -
cite evidence E — explain your answer S — sum it up

What do paragraphs 21 through 28 show about Caroline? Use two details from the
story to support your response.
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Objective: | can use details from a text
to determine why a character acts a

certain way
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I Do Now :

Does a character’s actions effect the story?

Make sure to restate the question in your own words, and provide a complete though. This means that

you MUST begin your sentence with a capital letter and end your statement with a period.

r-——_—_———_———_—1

1 Vocabulary Guided Notes :

L e e e e e e = = = =

Character: the story is about.
Motivation: The the character does
Feelings: a character feels in the story. These feelings can

Actions: What a character

Traits; How we a character’s or
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Directions: Read the excerpts from chapter. Determine why the character is feeling/acting
the way he /she is. Underline your evidence and explain on the lines below.

It was a lot later than I'd ever been up before and I was kind of scared of the
cops catching me. I had to be real careful. even if it was the middle of the night
even if 1 was crouching down. sneaking along the street like Pretty Boy Floyd.

-

At the library 1 walked past a row of giant Christmas trees that were planted on
the side of the building. There was a door on the side with a light buming
above it so I kept walking in the shadows made by the big trees. When I got to
the back windows. I almost busted out crying. Somebody had gone and put big
metal bars on the windows.

Even though I knew it was useless I tried tugging at the bars but they were the
real McCoy. solid steel.

1. How does Bud feel in these passages? Why? Label your evidence with an F for feeling.
Use RACES to support your answer.
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| Application Activity :
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Directions: Read the excerpts from chapter. Determine why the character is feeling/acting
the way he /she is. Underline your evidence and explain on the lines below.

She'd say. “Bud is your name and doa't you ever ket anyooe ¢all you anything
outside of that either.”

She'd tell me. “Especiatly don't you ever let anyoae call you Bukdy, | may have
sy problems but bemng stupsd isnCone of them, | woukl've added that &y onte
the end of your nume if Lintended for 1o be there, Lknew what [ was doing,
Buddy is a dog's name of a name that someonc’s going 1o tse on you if they're
being false-friendiy. Your name is Bud, period.” I'd say, "OK, Momma.”

1. How does Bud’s mother feel about people calling him Buddy? Underline your evidence
and mark it with an F for feeling. Use RACES to support your answer.
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I Exit Ticket
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Directions: Read the excerpts from chapter. Determine why the character is feeling/acting
the way he /she is. Underline your evidence and explain on the lines below.

\wﬂi\;

10 Tunny how now tat Prrten vears okl and just aboul s man 1 aan see how
Mo s so wrong. She was wrong because she probably shoukd ve told e

S

the things she thought Fwas too young t hear, L%:‘;’wtiiz. BowW tiat she's gone l l

e
?

evel Wmimméa were, I@z{* T wis o youns hack then T oould've

i‘&

rememonzed them and used them when 1 dsd need ksfgs like rght nonw.

1. How does Bud’s feel in the passage? Underline your evidence and mark it with an F for
feeling. Use RACES to support your answer.
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'Your Turn |

M  poon  BReW  Eamd  Eomz Rumm  wews mol

Directions: Read the passage, underline your evidence and answer the questions that
follow.

15 “One more try, Mom,” yelled Stella, running with the shark. This time, the
shark kept its nose pointed downward the whole time, refusing to fly at all. Stella
tripped over the shark’s fin and fell into the dirt.

16 “Come on, brush yourself off, Stella,” said her mother. “We're leaving”
17 “You can take my paper plate if you want,” said Robby. “At least you'll get to fly

something today.” He looked at Stella hopefully.

18 Stella sighed. Robby’s paper plate was nothing like the fancy shark she had
imagined flying. But it did fly pretty high.

What do the details in paragraph 17 show about Robby?

He is at the park most weekends.
He is a thoughtful friend to Stella.

He is better at flying kites than Stella.

O N w >

He is creative with paper plates.

On the lines below, explain your answer. Use RACES to structure your response. Make sure to
include at least 2 details to support your answer.
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' Do Now I

I———————ﬂ

What can we look for in the story to help us better understand a character?

Princeton

F—————_——__——_——q

lVoc:abulary Guided Notes :

Analyze: To at something

Dialogue: When characters’ in the

Actions: What a
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Directions: Read the excerpts from chapter. How would you describe the man? Underline
your evidence and explain on the lines below.

The man raised his hard and said, "Look, ki, evervbody's got a tory and

everybdy kaows the ules. The line closes 2t seven o'clock, How's of s 1o
these peaple who been here sanee five o'clock that vou e sleep untel” -- he
leoked at Iy wistwatehe- "unt] sevea-fil

-

flteen, then come bustimg down Lere
expoching o cat™ You think you et some kind of spacial privikege just canse
your're skinny and raggedy” Look in the line, there s Tots of folks Took just like
Youl ot i | Ui wost,

On the lines below, explain your answer. Use RACES to structure your response. Make sure to
include at least 2 details to support your answer.
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I Application Activity :

L e e e e e e e e e - - —

Directions: Read the excerpts from chapter. How would you describe the mother?
Underline your evidence and explain on the lines below.

The ostmeal was delicious! 1 poured some of my milk into it o it woukin't be
sor furmpry ankd meeed it atl together,

My preter<d mother openad hor pocketbook and took oat a little brown
covelope. She reached inside of it and sprinkled somellung on my peetend
brother's and seszer’s oatmeal, then saad (o theme 7T know that’s nod as reach s
vosr normally get, bat I wanted 10 ask you it you minded sharing some with
Clarence.”

They pouted and gave me o couple of duty looks. My pretend mrther susd.
“Good.” and cmpticd the rest of the envelope over my catnxal. Broawn sugar!

Shucks. T didnt even smnd them cailing me Clarence anymsoce. 1 said “Thank
vaxt, Moguns, maam,”

On the lines below, explain your answer. Use RACES to structure your response. Make sure to
include at least 2 details to support your answer.
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: Exit Ticket :

Directions: Read the passage and answer the question that follows.

o

6

8

When Riley sat down to take her skates off, Craig said, “I wish I could
ﬂ)")’

Riley retied her skate laces and crouched next to Craig. “Get on my
back,” she said, and Craig did. Riley started skating, but Craig didn’t feel
like he was flying. It just felt like a wobbly piggy-back ride.

“You’re too heavy;” Riley said. “I can’t go fast when I’'m carrying
you.” She skated slowly back to the bench. Craig got off her-back.

“Even if you could go fast, I wouldn’t be flying,” he said sadly. “I need
skates to fly”

Riley didn’t say anything on the walk home, but a few days later she
asked Craig if he wanted to go skating.

In paragraph 9, what is the most likely reason Riley stays quiet as she and Craig walk
home?

A She is thinking about how well she played hockey.
B She is upset with Craig because he hurt her back.

C  She s thinking about how to get skates for Craig.
D

She is tired from skating in the hockey game.
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'Your Turn :

Directions: Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.

12 The skates were a little big, but when Riley stuffed newspaper in the toes,
they fit. Craig couldn’t stop smiling. He didn’t want to take them off, but
he had to so he could walk to the lake.

What does paragraph 12 help the reader understand about Craig?

Craig is too young to learn how to skate.
Craig is very excited about learning to skate.

Craig is unable to take the skates off by himself.

O N wm >

Craig is worried that his sister will take the skates back.
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' Your Turn :

Directions: Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.

Tatenda is only 11 years old and someday he wants to be a doctor. But
today his friends and schoolmates call him “teacher” Like most children in
Sanyati, a small countryside town in western Zimbabwe, when Tatenda was
not at school, he spent his time playing football (soccer) or looking after
his father’s cattle. One day when he arrived home from school, he noticed
something very unfamiliar in the house.

At first he thought it was a television. When his mom told him it was a
computer, Tatenda became very angry. What use was this machine? The
computer sat idle. Tatenda did not know what to do with it. His father did
not know what to do with it. In fact, nobody in the neighborhood knew
what to do with it. Then one day Amina, Tatenda’s cousin, came from her
home in the capital city of Harare for a visit. She taught Tatenda how to use
the computer.

At first it seemed like all nonsense to Tatenda. “I was always pressing the
wrong button,” he admits. But he persisted because he was very eager to
learn how to use it properly. By the time Amina returned to Harare,
Tatenda was able to use the computer on his own.

Meanwhile, Tatenda’s friends were wondering what had happened to
him. He no longer came out to play soccer with them and if he did come
out to play, he only played for a short while. His friend, Saidi said, “"He
always had some reason to go home. We were all puzzled”

So one day, Tatenda’s friends, Saidi, Themba, and Solomon, decided to
pay him a surprise visit. When they arrived, Tatenda was so busy that he
did not hear them coming. Tatenda was surprised to see his friends. But
they were even more surprised to see not only a computer, but Tatenda
working on it
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'Your Turn !

In the passage “Meet the Teacher,” how does Tatenda change from paragraph 1 to
paragraph 57 Use two details from the passage to support your response.
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Directions: Read the passage twice and answer the questions in
complete sentences.

The moon is Earth's nearest neighbor in space. The moon is millions of
miles closer to Earth than any of the planets.

You might think the moon is as large as the sun. After all, the full moon
looks very big when it is in the night sky. Actually, the moon

is tiny compared with the sun. You could fit millions of moons inside the
sun. The only reason the moon looks big to us is because it is so close to
Earth.

In fact, the moon is much smaller than Earth, too. Our home planet is
nearly four times larger than our moon! |

1. What is Earth's nearest neighbor in space?

A. the sun
B. the moon

C. a planet

2. What is the size of the moon compared with the size of the sun?
A. The size of the moon is tiny compared with the sun.
B. The size of the moon is huge compared with the sun.

C. The size of the moon is about the same as the sun.
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3. Read this paragraph from the article:

"You might think the moon is as large as the sun. After all, the full moon looks
very big when it is in the night sky. Actually, the moon is tiny compared with
the sun. You could fit millions of moons inside the sun. The only reason the
moon looks big to us is because it is so close to Earth.”

Based on this information, what can you tell about how big something
is?
A. How close or far something is has no effect on how big it looks
B. The farther away something is, the bigger it looks

C. The closer something is, the bigger it looks

4. What is this article mostly about?

A. The size of the moon is tiny compared with the sun
B. The number of moons that could fit inside the sun

C. The size and distance of the moon

5. The moon is closer to the Earth than any of the planets are. How
much closer is the moon?

The moon
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6. What did you learn from “"How Big is the Moon™?

From “"How Big is the Moon”, I learned

7. How big is the Earth compared to the sun? Support your answer
with information from the article.

The Earth
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Name: Week 10 Day 3 Date:
BCCS-B Harvard Yale Princeton

. Color the pumpkins orange.

. Color the turkey's body and face brown.
. Color the turkey's beak yellow.

. Color the turkey's wattle red.

. Color the feathers red, yellow, and orange.

N o a bW N e

. Write three sentences about this picture.
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g ter )
Charter School for Boys

hoice
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Name:

Week 10 Day 4 Date:

BCCS-B

Harvard Yale Princeton

Our Learning for today:

11/26

Thanksgiving
Break Work

Our Toolkit for the day, :\\zf//,,
e
i

Thanksgiving Break
Work
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Week 10 Day 4 Date

ton

mnce
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Yale

Harvard

Name
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BCCS
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o

RO
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Name: Week 10 Day 4 Date:
BCCS-B Harvard Yale Princeton

Bots are mammals.
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Name: Week 10 Day 4 Date:

BCCS-B Harvard Yale Princeton




Charter School forBoys
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Name: Week 10 Day 5 Date:
BCCS-B Harvard Yale Princeton

Our Learning for today: I Our Toolkit for the day g\ .

Thanksgiving Thanksgiving Break
Break Work Work

82



Week 10 Day 5 Date:

Harvard

Name:

Princeton

Yale

BCCS-B

Word Search

rom the list below!

-~
Fe
i

[ind the words

W

[ ]

bodd

R

L)

po—

¥

[

[

IHM

L%

Ladd

fonkd

Lookd

I

Nl
=y

o

Ludd

5 W

&
H

M7

b

U

L 7

M

Y

Lo |

Q

ko d

b

A O

U

Mashed Potatoes

Apple

et

et
Lo
E
=

e

Cranberries
Stuffing

Turkey

Squash

Yam

Pie
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Name: Week 10 Day 5 Date:
BCCS-B Harvard Yale Princeton

Write the words
from the list
below in each

numbered space.

Down

1. Cornucopia

3. Native Americans
4. Pie

5. Pilgrims

Across

. Pumpkin

. Plymouth

. Turkey

. Gobble

. Mayflower

. Harvest
10. Thankful
11. Thursday
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