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Name ___________________________________________________ 

 

5th Grade Modified ELA Remote Learning Packet 

Week 11 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Dear Educator,  

My signature is proof that I have reviewed my scholar’s work 

and supported him to the best of my ability to complete all 

assignments.   

 
________________________________   ______________________________ 
           (Parent Signature)       (Date) 

 

 
 

Parents please note that all academic packets are also available on our 

website at www.brighterchoice.org under the heading “Remote 

Learning." All academic packet assignments are mandatory and must be 

completed by all scholars.  

 

http://www.brighterchoice.org/
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Name:  ____________________________             Week 11 Day 1 Date: __________________ 

BCCS Boys                                                               MIT/Stanford 

 

 
 

Unit 1, Module 2 

 

Standard RI.5.5: Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, 

comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or 

information in two or more texts. 

LEQ  

What are the _____________________________ of a nonfiction text?   

Objective  

I can identify the purpose of an ___________________________ text.     

Assignment 

to Submit 

Exit Ticket  (Google Form) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/5/5/
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Input:  Vocabulary 

 

Input:  Purpose of a Nonfiction Text:  Guided Notes 

Persuade: 

When the author’s purpose is to__________________, the author wants the reader 

to side with his or her position. 

A persuasive text contains ___________ and the author’s ___________________. 

With persuasive texts, the author’s position is ________ or _____________ the 

issue or topic. 

Inform: 

If the author’s purpose is to _______________, the reader learns something from 

the text. 

Informational texts often include: 

 Facts       Details      Instructions      Descriptions        Explanations 

Entertain: 

If the author’s purpose is to__________________, an author writes to interest the 

reader. 

Informational Text Rainforest Western Hemisphere 

. Nonfiction writing 

with the purpose of 

informing the reader 

about a specific topic.   

A dense forest rich in 

biodiversity, typically found in 

tropical areas with consistent 

heavy rainfall.   

The term for the half of the Earth that is 

west of the Prime Meridian.   
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CFU/Application:  Gallery Walk  

Notice and Wonder Gallery Walk 

 Notice (an observation) Wonder (a question) 

1   

2   

3   

4   

5   

6   

7   

8   
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Name:  ____________________________             Week 11 Day 2 Date: __________________ 

BCCS Boys                                                               MIT/Stanford 

 
Unit 1, Module 2 

 

Standard RI.5.5: Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, 

comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or 

information in two or more texts. 

LEQ  

What are the different __________________ of an informational text? 

Objective  

I can identify the _________________and the text features of an interview. 

Assignment 

to Submit 

Exit Ticket  (Google Form) 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/5/5/
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Input:  Vocabulary & Text Features 

 

 

Text Features Interview Biologist 

Help you locate and 

identify important 

information in a text. 

A conversation in which one 

person asks questions and the 

other person answers them.  

A person who studies biology (the study 

of living things.   
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Topic:  _____________________________ 

Main Idea:  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Interview with Sloth Canopy Researcher: Bryson Voirin 
 

What is your job description? 

I am a biologist studying the behavior and 

ecology of two- and three-toed sloths. Right 

now I am studying biology and ecology at 

New College of Florida, and working in the 

rainforests of Panama with the Smithsonian 

Tropical Research Institute. 

 

What do you study now? 

Basically I am trying to understand why 

sloths move so slowly, as well as a few other 

weird things about them. We use radio-

collars to track sloth movements in the 

algae that (exist) inside the hairs of sloths, 

something that normally does not occur in 

any other mammals. I am looking to see if maybe there is some benefit for the sloth to 

have algae. 

 

What is the best thing about your job? 

The best part of my job is getting to climb trees in the rainforest. Trees in the tropics are 

some of the biggest in the world, reaching over 150’ tall. The view from the tops of the 

trees is amazing. A lot of times when I am up there troupes of monkeys come climbing 

by, sometimes stopping to look at me and wonder what I am doing up there with them. 

 

What is the worst part about your job? 

The worst thing, or hardest thing, is actually finding the sloths to start with. Sloths are 

very good at hiding. They usually live at the tops of trees, and can have greenish fur. We 

have to walk through the forest all day with our heads tilted up, looking for dark spots 

with hair. Sometimes it can take us weeks to find a single sloth. 



 

10 | P a g e  
 

 

 

What inspired you to first study science? 

Ever since I was little, I was always fascinated with National Geographic magazine. I 

used to imagine I was one of the scientists in each issue, exploring unknown lands or 

catching wild animals. I always knew that was what I wanted to do. 

 

 

What do you do in a typical day? 

On a typical day working in Panama, I go out into the forest looking for sloths. I usually 

hike with someone else, and we use binoculars to look for the animals. When we find a 

sloth, I use my tree climbing gear to go up and catch it. Even though sloths are pretty 

slow animals, it can take hours to catch one once I am in the trees. They can move about 

as fast as you can walk fast, so in a tree 150’ tall, it can be hard to catch them. 

 

What advice would you give to someone interested in becoming a biologist? 

I would tell anyone interested in working in biology to go outside and explore things. 

Walk through parks and natural lands. The things you can find in your own backyard 

can be really cool. If you start exploring young, it will stay with you forever. 
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Name:  ____________________________             Week 11 Day 3 Date: __________________ 

BCCS Boys                                                               MIT/Stanford 

 
Unit 1, Module 2 

  

Standard RI.5.2: Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how 

they are supported by key details; summarize the text.. 

LEQ  

How can I determine the _________  __________ of an informational 

text? 

Objective  

I can use ____________statements to help form a main idea statement.   

Assignment 

to Submit 

Exit Ticket  (Google Form) 
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Input:  Vocabulary & Text Features 

 

Interview with Sloth Canopy Researcher: Bryson Voirin 

What is your job description? 

I am a biologist studying the behavior and ecology of two- and 

three-toed sloths. Right now I am studying biology and 

ecology at New College of Florida, and working in the 

rainforests of Panama with the Smithsonian Tropical Research 

Institute. 

____________________________________________

____________________________________________ 

 

What do you study now? 

Basically I am trying to understand why sloths move so slowly, as well as a few other 

weird things about them. We use radio-collars to track sloth movements in the algae 

that (exist) inside the hairs of sloths, something that normally does not occur in any 

other mammals. I am looking to see if maybe there is some benefit for the sloth to have 

algae. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the best thing about your job? 

The best part of my job is getting to climb trees in the rainforest. Trees in the tropics are 

some of the biggest in the world, reaching over 150’ tall. The view from the tops of the 

trees is amazing. A lot of times when I am up there troupes of monkeys come climbing 

by, sometimes stopping to look at me and wonder what I am doing up there with them. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

Gist Statements Biology Ecology 

A summary of a small section of 

text.   

The study of living 

things.   

The study of how living things 

interact with their environment.  

(Branch of Biology) 
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What is the worst part about your job? 

The worst thing, or hardest thing, is actually finding the sloths to start with. Sloths are 

very good at hiding. They usually live at the tops of trees, and can have greenish fur. We 

have to walk through the forest all day with our heads tilted up, looking for dark spots 

with hair. Sometimes it can take us weeks to find a single sloth. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

What inspired you to first study science? 

Ever since I was little, I was always fascinated with National Geographic magazine. I 

used to imagine I was one of the scientists in each issue, exploring unknown lands or 

catching wild animals. I always knew that was what I wanted to do. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

What do you do in a typical day? 

On a typical day working in Panama, I go out into the forest looking for sloths. I usually 

hike with someone else, and we use binoculars to look for the animals. When we find a 

sloth, I use my tree climbing gear to go up and catch it. Even though sloths are pretty 

slow animals, it can take hours to catch one once I am in the trees. They can move about 

as fast as you can walk fast, so in a tree 150’ tall, it can be hard to catch them. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

What advice would you give to someone interested in becoming a biologist? 

I would tell anyone interested in working in biology to go outside and explore things. 

Walk through parks and natural lands. The things you can find in your own backyard 

can be really cool. If you start exploring young, it will stay with you forever. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

15 | P a g e  
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Name:  ____________________________             Week 11 Day 4 Date: __________________ 

BCCS Boys                                                               MIT/Stanford 

 
Unit 1, Module 2 

  

Standard RI.5.2: Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how 

they are supported by key details; summarize the text.. 

LEQ  

How can I determine the _________  __________ of an informational 

text? 

Objective  

I clearly label the ____________, main idea, and topic of an 

informational article.   

Assignment 

to Submit 

Exit Ticket  (Google Form) 
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Input:  Vocabulary & Note Catcher 

 

 

 

arachnid millimeters endangered 

The scientific name is 

a spider. 

One thousandth of a meter; a very 

small measurement.   

Seriously at risk of extinction.   
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Topic:  __________________________________________________ 

Main Idea:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Name:  ____________________________             Week 11 Day 5 Date: __________________ 

BCCS Boys                                                               MIT/Stanford 

 

Do Now 

 

1.  Where did the name “happy face spider” come from?  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What text feature could be added to the article to make it better?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Unit 1, Module 2 

  

Standard RI.5.10: Read and comprehend grade-level informational texts.   

LEQ How can I _______________ read a text to support my comprehension.   

Objective I can search for _______________ to support my comprehension of an 

informational text.   

Assignment 

to Submit 

Exit Ticket  (Google Form) 
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1. Describe the unique pattern found on the happy face spider’s back. What does 

unique mean? What makes this pattern unique? What in the text makes you think 

so? 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

 
2. What do different scientists believe about the strange markings found on the happy 

face spider’s back? Include details from the text in your answer. 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

 
3. How does living on the undersides of leaves help the happy face spider stay out of 

the limelight? Use a quote from the text in your answer. 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________________________ 

 

5th Grade Modified ELA Remote Learning Packet 

Week 12 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Dear Educator,  

My signature is proof that I have reviewed my scholar’s work 

and supported him to the best of my ability to complete all 

assignments.   

 
 
________________________________   ______________________________ 
           (Parent Signature)       (Date) 

 

 
 

Parents please note that all academic packets are also available on our 

website at www.brighterchoice.org under the heading “Remote 

Learning." All academic packet assignments are mandatory and must be 

completed by all scholars.  

 

http://www.brighterchoice.org/
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Name:  ____________________________             Week 12 Day 1 Date: __________________ 

BCCS Boys                                                               MIT/Stanford 

 

Module 2 Unit 1 Mid-Unit Assessment 

Directions:  Closely read the following interview and answer the questions in the 

Google Form.   
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Name:  ____________________________             Week 12 Day 2 Date: __________________ 

BCCS Boys                                                               MIT/Stanford 

 
Unit 1, Module 2 

 

Standard RI.5.7:  Draw upon print and digital sources to answer questions. 

LEQ  

How can I determine the main idea of a _________________________?   

Objective  

I can view, take notes on, and determine the ____________ ___________ 

of a documentary. 

Assignment 

to Submit 

Exit Ticket  (Google Form) 
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Input/CFU/Application 

First Viewing:  

Topic:  ____________________________________ 

Main Idea:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Stopping 

Point 

Gist Statement Vocabulary 

1   

2   

3   

4   

5   

6   
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Name:  ____________________________             Week 12 Day 3 Date: __________________ 

BCCS Boys                                                               MIT/Stanford 

 
 

 

Unit 1, Module 2 

  

Standard RI.5.9:  Integrate information from several sources to speak about a 

topic.   

LEQ How can I explain what I have learned from several _____________ on a 

topic using key details?   

Objective I can state a ___________ about the rainforest and support it with 

evidence from several sources.     

Assignment 

to Submit 

Exit Ticket  (Google Form) 
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Input/CFU/Application:  Gathering Information from Several Sources 

  
Facts 

 
Quotes 

 
My Thinking 

Interview 

With Sloth 

Canopy 

Researcher 

Bryson 

Voirin 

   

Hawaii’s 

Endangered 

Happy Face 

Spider 

   

Great Bear 

Rainforest 

Remote 

Camera 

Project 

Video 

Transcript 
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Is the rainforest diverse?  Explain with details from 3 different informational 

texts.  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Name:  ____________________________             Week 12 Day 4 Date: __________________ 

BCCS Boys                                                               MIT/Stanford 

 

Module 2 Unit 1 Assessment  

Directions:  Closely read the following interview and answer the questions in the 

Google Form.   
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Name:  ____________________________             Week 12 Day 5 Date: __________________ 

BCCS Boys                                                               MIT/Stanford 

 

 
 

Unit 2, Module 2 

  

Standard RI.5.1:  Quote accurately when drawing inferences from the text.    

LEQ How can making ___________________deepen my understanding of a 

text?   

Objective I can make inferences about _______ ______________, research 

scientist.   

Assignment 

to Submit 

Exit Ticket  (Google Form) 
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Input: 

Video:   

What do you think happened to the girl’s hair?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Why do you think the girl forgave the sour patch kid? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What are the two meanings of the word sweet and sour? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What time of day do you think it is? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Interview with Meg Lowman:   

 

Write/Pair/Share:  What motivates Meg Lowman to be a rainforest scientist?   

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Support your claim:  Jot down cited evidence to support your claim! 

 

1:  ______________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

2:  ______________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 
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Meg Lowman Interview Questions and Answers 

 

 

A. Why spend time in trees?  

Almost 50 percent of life on earth is estimated to live in tree canopies, yet this was an 

unexplored region until about 25 years ago. Much of my work has involved solving the 

challenge of just getting into the treetops: inventing gadgets, refining hot air balloon 

design, creating canopy walkways, working from cherry pickers and construction cranes. 

Once up there, I discovered that insects eat four times more leaf material than we 

imagined.  

 

B. Is that important?  

Lots of things stress forests. And with forests becoming warmer, drier, and more 

fragmented, insect outbreaks are predictably one of the first responses to climate 

change.  

 

C. What was your first science project/experience as a child? 

In fifth grade, I won second prize in the N.Y. State science fair, surrounded by boys. I 

was so shy that I did not even dare speak, due to the gender disparity, but it also made 

me determined to pursue what I loved. 

 

D. What fascinates you the most about canopy ecology? 

The amazing “eureka” element. Until recently, when a few of us climbed into the canopy, 

no human being knew that half of the biodiversity on our terrestrial earth lived in the 

treetops. For centuries, foresters had assessed forests by looking at the very bottom of 

the tree. It is almost as if we had been trying to gauge the health of people by just 

looking at someone’s big toe but ignoring the rest. It is also humbling to realize that a 

kid can come from a small, underserved town (as I did) and make a cool discovery in 

science, because there is so much left that remains unknown. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:  

Questions 1 and 2: “Interview: Margaret Lowman” by Marian Smith Holmes. Smithsonian (December, 2006).  

Questions 3 and 4: “24 Questions with NRC Director Dr. Meg Lowman” Copyright © 2012 Greater Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau.  

Reprinted by permission. http://blog.visitraleigh.co 


