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Follow along with the guided notes on the next page while Ms. Ferguson uses a PowerPoint
to teach you about the different types of nonfiction text structures. Be sure to actively listen
and fill in your notes when you need to!
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irst use soccer passages to explore the 5 types.
Type 1: DESCFipHoNn

Soceer is one of fhe most popular sports in the world Milons of people play soccer.

IFis a fairly simple game fo learn. Players fry fo move the ball down the field and kick i info their 900,
owever, o goalie stands in front of the goal and tries o block any shot the other feam makes. If a team gefs the
al in e goal, they score one point:

Players need fo know the rules. You are not alowed 1o fouch e bal with your hands unless you are fhe goale,
r you are trowing the ball onto the field from the sideline. You are also not alowed o tackle ofhner players. The
eferee walches fo make sure each player folows the rules.

To play soccer, you need just a few tems. You need 1o have o bal, a large area of grass, and goals. Many
layers wear spedial shoes called cleats. These shoes have poinfs on the bottom 1o help players run without slipping,
lany players also wear shin guards. These protect a player's legs from getling kicked

What makes this piece have d description siruciure?

SEIE

o

Type 2: S€qUence

Soceer s o game that has been played for numeraus vears. In fact wany peaple believe fhat it began in
nglond over 800 years ago. Mbout 200 years ago, in e early 18005, boys in England played a sport ke soccer, buf
tey caled it football However, each sdhool wade up their own rules. In 1863, a group of players wet ond wrote
ficial rules for soccer. Soccer started spreading 1o ofher countries. In 1104, an infernational group called FIFA
rined 1o make sure that every team around the world folowed the same soccer rules. Today, soccer is one of the
ost popular sports in the world

wWhai makes thiS piece have a seauence struciure?




Type 8: COMNpdire & contrast

Soceer and football are alke in a few ways, bur have many differences. One simiority is that there are eleven
layers on the field at one fime in both soccer and football They are both popular sports in the United States, and
1ey both require e use of a bal and a field

The differences between soccer and footbal are numerous. Soccer players use a bl shaped lke a sphere,
lereas foolball players use o ball tat has two ends. In soccer, players are irying fo send the bal in the goal
owever, in footbal, players are trying 1o get te ball in the end zone or through the goal posts. The rules “are also
ery dfferent In soocer, players are rarely alowed fo touch e bal with their Tnands, white, foolbal players frequently
uch the ball Footbal players are alowed o fackle, but 4is is forbidden in soccer. These are Just a few ways that
occer and foolbal are ditferent. Nonetneless, most people agree nat botn soccer and footpall are fun sporte!

What makes this piece have d compare & conirast Siructure?

(O

Type 4: CAUSE & EfFfECT

Head nuries account for between 4% and 22% of all soccer inuries. These can resul in concussions, A
incussion may occur when someone's head strikes an object. The most common cause of a concussion during soccer
When one player's head stries another player's head. The second most common cause of a soccer—related
houssion is when the bal i kicked from close range and hits o player's head Heading the ball does not cause head
Uries, as long as i is done properly.

What makes this piece have a cause & effect Structure?
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Type 5: PrOplemn & SoIUtion

Professional soccer players head e ball thousands of fimes during their careers. Doctors are unsire whelner
oyers that repeatedy head e bal are more susceptible fo lafer head injuries. Therefore, Yv\aﬂ\é parents and
oaches are choosing fo foke steps 1o protect young players. What are some possble protections’

- Make sure children learn how to properly head the ball
- Use the appropriste size ball for the age of the players. (Smaler balls are less likely o cause injuries.)
- Make a "o heading" rule for fhe younger players.

What mnakes this piece have d propiem & Solution siruciure?

-
)
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Now read the following passages I ic easy fo get qum stuck in your hair. rs not so
le aum! Determine the easy o get i outl F you happen to get qum stuck in your
- dbout bUbtb t gu t ) dn he. hair, do NOT reach for the scissors. There are severd
text structure used. ways 1o remove gum from hair without getfing a new haircuf
SEEe The least messy method is the ice cube mefhod. Put several
DESCription e cubes in a platic bag and hold it against the qum. The
gum should harden, making it easy fo break off. Another
effective metnod (but messier) is to work peanut butter info
fhe gum. Egg whites, vinegar or mayonndise are ofher
solufions 1o a qum-in-the-hair catastrophe.

The text siructure used £0r 1his
passage is:




UVIOVVIH@ gum YiAs U lUYlg Vll!?IUl\/ o Uinicy
fates. Native Americans chewed the sap from spruce
ees and possed the habif fo seflers. The seitlers added
zesiax 1o moke a chewing gum. In 848, Jon B. Curtis
ade and sdd a gum called The Stafe of Maine Pure
pruce Gum. In BT, Thomas Adams pofented a maching

manufacture gum. In 114, Wrigley Doublemint brand was

eafed. This was the first gum to have mint and fruit
wors added. In V128, Waller Diemer invented the pink
ouble Pubble bubble: gum. Today, milons of pieces are
ewed each day.

he text struciure used £0r this
pdssage is:

10U Mgl Vo sue prsou W koW i UYI‘DVVIHU gum
may actualy be good for youl Scienticts have discovered
that chewing gum can help your memory. This increase in
memory might be due fo the chewing action by your jow.
When you chew gum, your hippocampus is stimulated The
hippocampus is e wmemary part of e brain Chewing
qum also resilfs in wore blood flow and oxygen delvery fo
the brain. So.. the next time you are preparing to fake a
fest, you might want fo pop a piece of gum in"your mouth

The text structure used £0r this
passage is:

Bubble gum is a fype of chewing gum. Most people
%% 1o blow bubbles with bubble qum. There are
merous flavors of bubble gum. Some of the more
pular flavors include grape, strawberry, watermelon,
amon, frutr punch, and blue raspberry. Some of the
e unusual flavors are bacon and popcorn. In faste

s, chidren seem fo prefer strawberry and watermelon |

wors. What flavor of bubble qum is your favorte?

he text struciure used £0r this
pdssdage is:

; ;
The dfferences between chewing gim and footh-

paste are obvious. For example, people can chew qum for
hours, but people keep toothpaste in tneir mouth for two
minufes or less. You can blow big bubbles outside the
mouth with qum. However, you cannot blow a bubble with
foothpaste.

You might be. surpriced 1o know that chewing qum
and footipaste are alice in some ways, t00. Bofn chiewing
gum and tooflpaste can releve e symptoms of bad
breatn or quim disease. Like tootpaste, sugar free qum
has been found fo protect tooth enamel and lessen e
number of cavilies in teetn

The text structure used for this
pdssdage is:
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Today, we are going to read about Martin Luther King, Jr and his amazing

accomplishments. We are going to apply our skills of determining main idea and supporting
details as we read his biography.



Childhood
] Mortin Luther
King Jr. was born on
Jorwary 15, 71929 in
Georgio. King was the
middie child, having an
older sister named

Christine and a younger brother noamed Alfred.
His dad was o winister ot the local church. King
0s o very good student at school and skipped
both ninth and eleventh gradel In fact; King
ottended college when he was only fifteen
years old. Tn college, he took o class about
religion and decided to enter the ministry. King
loter became a pastor in a church in
Montgomery, Alabormo.

A Legacy

King died in April of 7968 while in Mermphis,
Tennessee helping a. group of hardworking men
and wormen. As word spread thot this brove
Civil Rights teader hod been Killed, riotfs sparked
across the country. Today, Dr. King is known os
an Americon hero and is honored for his
achievernents in equality and justice. A
memorial stands in Washington DC o honor his
accomplishiments. King teft+ behind four children
and his wife, singer Coretta. Scott King. In
N\J983, President Reagan recognized Martin

”H@Lﬁ’ﬁﬂ Mh%er Kﬁh@ Ji r,“ Bﬁ@@mphy

Sign of e Times

Although slavery was abolished in 7865, African Americans continved to be
reated unfairly. Up until the 7960's, African Americans and white Americans
were often separated, especially in southern states. City busses, restavrants, :
schools, barbershops, and even public bathrooms were not alowed 1o be shared by [
people of different races. Segregation continved for many years until activists
such s Martin Luther King Jr. spoke up against racism and fought for equality.
In 7955, o. searnstress named Rosa. Parks waos riding o bus on her way home
from work. Parks took her seotin the “colored” section of the bus. Soon, the bus
filed with white passengers and the bus driver told Porks to give up her seat:
She refused ond was arrested. In the days o come, many African Americans,
and white Americans, boycotted the public busses and refused 1o ride them. Porks
brave actions lead to increased attention on the unfair laws of segregadion. In
many ways, Parks opened the door for the Civil Rights Movement:

e
King in Washington DC

March on Washington

At the oge of 26, King was elected to head the
Montgomery bus boycott to defend Rosa. Parks. King gave
many speeches about justice, freedom, and equality. After a
year's work, the ity of Montgormery banned segregadtion on
city busses.

After achieving success in Montgomery, King traveled
around the covntry to meet with other activists, or leaders,
ond discuss civil rights for all people, regardiess of their skin
color. King believed in achieving his goals peacefully and did
not-participate in violent protests. -

In 7960, King joined o group of African Americon men
who insisted on -eating lunch at a. restaurant that was only
for whites. The men staged a. sit-in’ and refused to leave
until they were served.

Tn 7963, King organized a. grovp to " Thg,

o

was arrested thot day, but his efforts
gained national attention. Later that
year, King arranged o. march in our
hation's capital On August 28, more
than 200,000 people gathered in
front of the Lincoln Memorial to
hear King's most famous speech.
Kings 'L Have a Dream” speech
shares his wish that someday all men an
women could be treated equally, despite the color

of their skin. By 7964, the government passed the Civil
Rights Act, which banned segregadion across the country.
King won a. Nobel Peace Prize thot same year.




Martin Luther King, Jr Biography: Main Idea Questions

1. What is the main idea of the section “Sign of the Times”?

2. What are two details from this section that support the main idea?

3. What is the main idea of the section “Childhood”?

4. What are two details from this section that support the main idea?



5. What is the main idea of the section “March on Washington”?

6. What are two details from this section that support the main idea?

7. What is the main idea of the section “A Legacy”?

8. What are two details from this section that support the main idea?
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Segregation

On Joanwary 37, 1865, President
Abrahom Lincoln helped 1o pass o
law that ended slavery. The new law was the 13
Armenedment to the Constitution. African Americans
were legally free, but were not treated fairly in
many stadtes. Laws soid that African Americans and
whites needed o be segregated, or separated. African
Americans were not allowed to eat in the same
restourants, ridge the same 1rain cars, or go to the
saxme schools. To make matters worse, the Supreme
Court decided that these rules were tegal and opproved
of the laws.

African Americans continved to live with these

unfair laws until 7954, when o man narmed Oliver
Brown helped to change everything.

Brown vs Board of Education

Linda. Brown was o. third grader growing up in
Kansos during the 79507s. Linda. was African American
and she was not allowed 1o go 1o a white school. Her
fother, Oliver Brown, believed that Linda. would get a.
better education af the school created for white
children. In many states, schools for white children
were given twice as much money. Many African
American schools could not afford new books and had
to settle for old, ovtdated, hand-me-down books from
the white schook. Brown was also worried that his
davghter had to travel on a long bus ride all the way
across town to go to an Africon American school, while
o. white school wos just down the block. Brown decided
to file & lowsuit: By May 77, 7954, the Supreme Court
made . decision to combine all races in American
schools. The court told schools o merge quickly.

Tt took years until all schools in America. united
races. Some schools chose to shut down becouse they
didn't wont to merge. National Guard soldiers protected
some African American students as they entered a
white school for the first time. Some African Americon
students were accepted o colleges, only fo be expelied
during the first week. T+ wasn't until 7970 when all

The Story of Ruby Bridges

Thre Big Day

Ruby Bridges was not the first African
American child to attend a. white school Her story
Is famous becovse of where it tukes place. Bridges
lived in Lovisiana, a. sovthern stote where most
people believed that schools should stay seporate.

On Monday, Novermber 74, 7960, Bridges
waolked vp the steps of a white elementary school
1o begin her year in first grade. Four nadional police
officers wolked Bridges into her school that
morning. She crossed through a. crowd of angry
parents who yelled at her as she walked. Bridges
never got to her cassroom on thadt first day.
Instead, she spent the day in the principals office
0s furious parents came to toke their children out
of school. Many people were unhappy and blarmed
Bridges for the changes in the schools. Bridges’
fodther lost his job. Her mother wos told she could
no longer shop at her favorite grocery store. Her
grondparents were asked to move away.

Mrs. Henry was Bridges’ teacher that year.
She was o white woman who hugged Bridges
every morning before her dally lessons. Bridges wos
the only student in Mrs. Henry’s classroom that
year. By June, the crowd of angry parents
disappeared. The next school year was colmer and
more peaceful

Today, Bridges and Mrs. Henry travel to
schools around the country and tok with students
obout treating each other with respect and
acceptonce.

The Impact
In the yeors after Ruby Bridges, many lows
in America. changed. Tn 7955, Roso. Parks stood up
for her rights by refusing 1o give up her seat on o
bus. In 7963, Martin

Luther King Jr. gave Doy C—t

his farmous *T Have a. W/:;Z low the 2ot ¢y
Drean’” speech. Mony | - e ik o Pary g
people believe that 7 g Rivy g, ,-
Ruby Bridges' brave  \_ "1Ges
story opened doors and T e—m — gi
helped change Americans ideas about S
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segrega:tion.
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Application

Ruby Bridges Biography: Main Idea Questions

1. What is the main idea of the section “Segregation”?

2. What are two details from this section that support the main idea?

3. What is the main idea of the section “Brown v. Board of Education”?

4. What are two details from this section that support the main idea?



5. What is the main idea of the section “The Big Day”?

6. What are two details from this section that support the main idea?

7. What is the main idea of the section “The Impact”?

8. What are two details from this section that support the main idea?
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Just like stories and poems that we read, biographies have a theme, too! When we read
about the lives of others, we are often being given messages of inspiration from the author.
As you’re reading a biography, think about what inspiring message the author might be trying
to give you. What lesson does he or she want you to learn from reading the biography? The
anchor chart on the last page shows different examples of common themes found in different
types of biographies.
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Olivia Hallisey
We are going to read the biography of Olivia Hallisey as a class. Together, we will work to find
a possible theme of her biography and support it with evidence from the text. Then you will

close read again, independently, to answer questions and find another possible theme.

1. Who was Olivia Hallisey?

2. What did Olivia do when she learned about the Ebola virus in Africa?

3. Why is the Ebola virus so dangerous?



CFU (Submit in Chat):
1. What is another possible theme of Olivia Hallisey’s biography? What inspirational

message was the author trying to deliver to the readers? Think about the common

themes in biography that we’ve discussed. Support your theme with two details from
her biography.

Close Read Questions

1. What qualities does Olivia have that helped her with her invention?

2. Why did doctors struggle to stop Ebola from spreading? How does this relate to the
importance of Olivia’s invention?

3. How did what Olivia learned in school impact her future actions?
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Dr. Seuss Biography /:
Little Seuss Becoming a Writer [ stq

55 3
o Theodore Seuss Geisel, beter known In 7936, Ted was on a ship :\ o /
g as Dr. Seuss, was born on March 2, 7904 returning horme from Europe when he TR | /

in Springfield, Massachusetts. Teds mother,  noticed the rhythm of the ship's engine. \\\
i Henrietta. would often sing Ted and his The beat was stuck in his head for days Celebrating fg
B sister Marnie to steep at night with sily ofter the trip was over. Ted decided to Success <
songs she had made up throughout the write words to match the beat; and
§  doy. Ted thanked his mother for his after a few weeks, he finished his first Since beginning his 3
§g creadivity and orignality. book, And 7o Think That I Saw I#on  coreer as o chidren's
After high school, Ted otended !Muberry Streer: The story wos tumed  avthor, Ted has written |
¢]  Dartmouth College in New Harmpshire down by 27 publishing comparies before  and ilustrated 44 chidrens i
£ where he began writing for the school  finally being released in 7937, books. He hos won mony g
g magazine. Ted began using the pen narme Teds next big break would come  owards including the
gl of Sevss rather than signing his real name. from the strangest of ploces. Tn the  Pulitzer Prize, three y
Es Seuss was Ted's middle harme and his 19505, porents, teachers, and reading  Caldecott Medals, and he
Il mothers moiden nome. After earning a. specialists noticed hat chidren were has been honored by the ? '
A bochelors degree in Engish from having a hard time learning o read. American Library )
i]  Dortmouth, Ted attended Oxford They blarmed the struggle on boring Association. Ted even has an
| University in Engand. Here he met a chidren's books. Ted's publshing cormpany ~ aword named after him!
J| woman named Helen Palmer. She sot asked him fo write a fun story using ~ This award goes fo the
|| nextfo him in dlass and noficed that-he  words that young chidren coud <asly  ost creative chidren'
Il wos drawing a flying cow in his notebook.  read, His efforts resutied in 7he Catin  ovthors in Americo.
| She complimented his drawing and the the Hat- which only has 220 words. ~ In 196, How the i
[|  pair lofer married. Years later, Ted mode o. bet with o. Grinch Stofe Chrisimas wos g
: Creating Cartoons friend thot he could write on entire  created info a hoiday £
) . _ book using 50 words or less. Ted won ~ movie dlassic. Over 30 of his
| Tedodmits that he never ook @y bot by writing Green £ags and Ham - Stories hove been fold o |13
il single drawing fesson. Tnstead, he spenthis oo sirple stories +orned Ted Geisel screen, z._
g days doodiing car+opn .characﬁrs In hls into +he famous Dr. Seuss Ted passed away on _;
i School notebooks. His first cartooning job Ted and his wife bought o home in ~ September 24, 7997 atthe |l

i1t

wWas WI'H’\ ﬂTe Janfday EME/’I//’)Q FOK?’,‘ Qa COJI{OFI’II& l_+€ s T . O.f- 87 R‘ead\ers mo be et
. - pent his time in a tower  0g¢ - Y &
mogazing started by Ben Frarkin in 7128 overlooking the ocean, where he would  surprised to learn that- this

This job ted o a career in advertising with d <icht h q Hing. hic S great American chiidrens
the Standard 0il Company, where he spens €ight hours a. day writing his sily author never had any

created advertisements for bug spray. By children of Hs own.
the age of 38, Ted found himself creating S
cartoon movies o train US. Army soldiers
during World War IT. When his
workday was done, Ted often painted at ¥
horme. Many of his paintings and sculptures
are in museums across the couniry. In
foct; Ted is most proud of his painting, Lion

S Wading Pool, which now belongs to the

. San Diego Zoo.
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Directions: Work with your partner(s) in your breakout room. Together, read your biography

and complete the questions below.

Title of biography:

What is the main idea of the section Little
Seuss?

What are two details from the section to
support this?

What is the main idea of the section
Creating Cartoons?

What are two details from the section to
support this?

What is the main idea of the section
Becoming a Writer?

What are two details from the section to
support this?

What is the main idea of the section
Celebrating Success?

What are two details from the section to
support this?

What is a possible theme or inspirational
message from this biography?

What are two details from the biography
that support this theme?




Write a summary of the biography of Dr. Seuss using the information about main idea and
supporting details in the text.
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Réading A-Z

LEVEL L1=2

Quick Check

Name

Albert Einstein‘

Date

Instructions: Read each question carefully and choose the best answer.

1.

2.

How did the job at the patent
office help Einstein?

(® He learned how to create
new things.

He saw new ideas of others
and revised them.

© He met people who helped
him solve problems.

@ He had the freedom to work
on his own ideas.

Why were scientists astounded
by Einstein’s writing in 19057

® He was a twenty-six-year-old
patent clerk.

He changed the way they

thought about the universe.

© He did not work in the physics
department of
a university.

@ All of the above

© Learning A-Z All rights reserved.

3. Why did Einstein’s boss at the

patent office tell him, “When
you pick up an application, think
that anything the inventor says
is wrong”?

(® He didn't think any of the
applicants could invent
anything.

He knew that Einstein
thought that inventors
only ever had good ideas.

(©® He needed Einstein to
test things to find flaws
and mistakes.

@ He wanted to tell Einstein
a joke. '

In order to protect and sell
an invention, an individual
must be granted

® ajob

a patent

(© a Nobel Prize
® an award

Quick Check continued on following page
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LEVEL

Quick Check (continued)

Name

Albert Einstein

Date

5. Which of the following words
best defines Einstein?

® curious

patient
© careful

@ friendly

6. Which of the following
happened before Einstein
changed how scientists
thought about the universe?

(® Einstein moved to the United
States to avoid World War |l.

Einstein’s writing was
published in a leading
German scientific journal.

© Einstein’s professors
helped him get a job
at a good university.

@ Einstein received patents

for many things such
as computers and CDs.

© Learning A-Z All rights reserved.

7. After Germany declared war,
Einstein

® graduated from a top German
science university and easily
found a job

developed the Theory of
Relativity while studying
at Princeton

(© proved the existence of atoms
and molecules

@ took a job at Princeton
University in the United States

8. How did British scientists test

Einstein’s Theory of Relativity?

® by analyzing molecules
and atoms

by measuring the position of
a star during a solar eclipse

© by observing the speed of
moving objects

@ by reworking his formulas

Quick Check continued on following page
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Quick Check (continued) Albert Einsrtein

Name Dyate

9. Which of the following is a fact
about Einstein?

(® Einstein was the smartest
person who has ever lived.

Einstein only needed a table,
a chair, a violin, and a bow! of
fruit to be happy.

@ Einstein’s mother encouraged
him to take up the violin.

@ Einstein was a great violinist.

10. This book is a biography
because

® it tells you about Einstein’s
Theory of Relativity

it describes the life and
- talents of a person

@ it persuades you to get
a good education to
have a better life

D) it tells ybu how to apply
for a patent

11. Extended Responses: Explain
how Einstein’s life changed
in 1905.

12. Extended Response: \What
are three ways Einstein’s
ideas have affected your life?

© Learning A-Z All rights reserved. www.readinga-z.com



Application:
In the space below, respond to the following questions:

1) What is the main idea of the section titled “A Miracle Year”? What are three details
from the text to support this?

2. Explain how Einstein’s life changed in 1905. Give at least 2 details from the text.

3. What text structure was used to write this biography? How do you know? (Give
specific details from the text that helped you.)



