Animal Defense Mechanisms Grade 4: Module 2: Unit 2: Lesson 7

Informative Page Directions

RL.4.9, W.4.2, W.4.4, W.4.7, W.4.8, L.4.3c

Name: Date:

Task:

You have been researching a specific animal and its defense mechanisms in order
to create a choose-your-own-adventure narrative about your expert animal.
Write an informative piece that describes your animal’s physical characteristics,
habitat, predators, and defense mechanisms. Other students, teachers, and
parents will read your writing to learn more about your expert animal and how it
defends itself.

Directions:

Write an informative piece that describes your animal’s physical characteristics,
habitat, predators, and at least two defense mechanisms. Choose the most
important information from your sources to iriclude in your piece. Then write an
informative piece that is at least three paragraphs long. In your piece, clearly state
your focus in your introduction paragraph. Use accurate and relevant facts,
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples to
explain and support the information presented in your detail paragraphs. Clearly
organize your writing by using linking words to connect your ideas and be sure to
use modal auxiliaries such as can, would, could, should, will, may, might, and shall
correctly to express the condition of a verb.

Use the Informative Writing Checklist as you work to be sure your writing meets
all the criteria.

Use the Informational Writing Planning graphic organizer to plan your informative
piece before writing your draft.
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Animal Defense Mechanisms Grade 4: Module 2: Unit 2: Lesson 7

Model Informational Essay

R1.4.9, W.4.2, W.4.4

Name: Date:

The millipede is a relative of the centipede. They have twenty to one hundred
body segments. There are two pairs of legs on each segment. Millipedes like to be
in damp areas. In the wild, they live on moist forest floors. Some millipedes live in
our houses! They like to live in damp bathrooms and basements. Millipedes aren’t
fast. They roll into balls and eat leaves or decaying vegetation. Their main
predators, animals that hunt and eat the millipede, are ants, toads, and mice.
Millipedes have two main defense mechanisms to protect themselves from
predators. When they’re near a predator, millipedes might roll into a ball or coze
poison.

Because they have so many body segments, it’s easy for them to bend and roll
into a tight ball. They have hard exoskeletons, which means that their skeletons
are on the outside of their bodies. That protects the millipede’s body. The ball
hides the millipede from predators because it doesn’t look like a millipede
anymore! A toad looking for lunch might easily mistake a tiny, rolled-up millipede
for a pebble and pass it by. This is a very useful defense mechanism.

Some millipedes emit poison to protect themselves. This can be sticky. When the
poison gets on the predator, it slows the predator down. This gives the slow
millipede time to escape. Another poison is gas. The gas can be very strong, so
strong that it can paralyze or kill the predator. Some millipedes have poison that
smells. When predators smell it they run away. Sometimes, other animals rub
millipedes all over their bodies to use the poison to repel insects. The millipedes
don’t often use their poison, though. They would rather not be attacked in the
first place!

Millipedes are very special critters. They have unusual and interesting defense
mechanisms that keep them safe from predators.

H Education | Language Arts Curriculum 2




S wnnaLung suy adenguer | uonRoINP3 H
‘eapl
ulew e sujejdxa uo123s Jo ydesSeied
yoeg 'suoijdoas-pue sydeideted
ui uoljewloul pajelas dnoug | eZ'v"M
'9291d 93 pueisiapun 03 paau
Asuyy uonew.oyur ueyodwi Japeay
941 S9AIS 12Y3 UOIIDNPOIIUI UR BARY | eZ'"M
"9991d ay3 Inoysnouyi pasnooy sAeys
SuiIm Aw pue Alea|d ojdoy Aw o3e3s | BZ'v'M
'$924n0S
d|qelfat woJy 3duapiae yum panioddns
[[oM si pue 1xa3 4o d{do] ay) pueisiapun
>tmm_u | 3841 smoys sndoy AN 6" M
swisiueyasip| mc_t.:s : s
éON ¢SOA | @susjag [eWiuy 1noge 3xe) dAjjeWLIO U UR JO mu:m_._muum._m:u w>;mE._ovE_ m>sumtm fle} mu:m_._wpum m u piepuess
:31eQq DWeEeN

£ U0SS3T iZ YUn :Z 9|NPOIA Y apedn

ISIpIay) Suniipn 2AlRWIOMU|

SWISIUBYDDIAl 3sUaja( JewIuy




9 wn[noany suy s8ensuet | uoRDINPT M
21d0} s1y3 1noge sjqesaspajmou 9'v"
We | 38yl MOYS asn | SpIom ayy P M
‘poiussald uoizewaoyul
9yl pue snooj ay) 03 pajejau
Al1ea(d sf 1eyy uoisnjouos e aney | 3T M
'SE3pPI 108UU0D 0] Spiom Supjuyj asn | 2TV M
"Bupjuiyl Aw ujejdxe
01 uoljewJOoLUl JBY10 40 ‘suoiieionb
‘s|ie19p 21840U03 ‘suoiyuap
‘S10B} JUBA3|BJ pUB 91BINIJE 3SN | q'v'm
"SEdP| pue uolleWIo Ul
puelsiapun Japeas a3 djay o3
. Elpswpijnw
pue \mco_u‘mbm::_ ‘BunjewJoy asn | BZ'" M
SWISIUBYIBIN : mc;:>>
EON ¢SOA 95UBja(Q |eWiuY Inoge 1X3] dAljewIojUl Ue mo mu;m:myum..m;u .wEEE.SE_ w>;umtm Jo mu_um:wﬁm._mr_u

£ U0SS®T 17 MU 17 BNPOIA b BpeID

SWIsiueyds|Al asuaiaq jewiuy




L wninoLunD suy e8ensduer | uoRpINP3 H

1994402 s} uonenound qgv1

pue uopiezijeydes ‘Suyjjads A A% A
‘UM Jo sajnu

9Y} MO[|04 SBIUDIUBS pUB SPIOM AlA| T'¥1

(1enJed)

'S924N0S J0O 151] & 3pinoud | 8''M

971

‘@dudipne pue ‘esodind €1

’|se1 siy1 oy e1eridosdde si Supum A 7' m
puelsiapun o} Asea pue pajuasaid

Aiea|d aue seapi pue uoiewLIOLU| 7' m

EON ¢SOA

mEm_:mr_qu
wmcmn—wﬂ Jewiuy noge uxwu w>_umE._Ou_.C_ ue .._,O mu_um_._wwum.\_m:nu

L UOSS37 17 HUN :Z BINPOIA :p ope.o

SwisiueydaN asuagaq jewliuy




Animal Defense Mechanisms Grade 4: Module 2: Unit 2; Lesson 7

Informational Writing Planning Graphic Organizer

R1.4.9, W.4.2, W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.7, W.4.8, L.4.3c

Name: Date:

Focus Question: How does my expert group animal use its body and behaviors to
help it survive?

Focus Statement:

Introduction Paragraph Proof Paragraph 1

Describe your animal. What is one defense mechanism my
: animal uses?

Details:

e Whatis my animal?

° What does my animal look like? How/when would my animal use this
defense mechanism?

Details:

e Where does it live?
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Animal Defense Mechanisms

Grade 4: Module 2: Unit 2: Lesson 7

e What are its predators?

How would a predator respond to this
defense mechanism?

Proof Paragraph 2

What is another defense mechanism my
animal uses?

How/when would my animal use this
defense mechanism?

Concluding Statement

Restate your focus statement from the
introduction.

H Education | Language Arts Curriculum

19




Animal Defense Mechanisms Grade 4: Module 2: Unit 2; Lesson 7

Details:

How would a predator respond to this
defense mechanism?

My Sources: List any sources you used in | Vocabulary from my research to be used:
planning your informative piece.
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