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   Name ___________________________________________________ 

 

5th Grade Modified ELA Remote Learning Packet 

Week 38 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Dear Educator,  

My signature is proof that I have reviewed my scholar’s work 

and supported him to the best of my ability to complete all 

assignments.   

 
 
________________________________   ______________________________ 
           (Parent Signature)       (Date) 

 

 
 

Parents please note that all academic packets are also available on our 

website at www.brighterchoice.org under the heading “Remote 

Learning." All academic packet assignments are mandatory and must be 

completed by all scholars.  

 

http://www.brighterchoice.org/
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irections 
Read this article. Then answer questions 8-11 
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           According to the article, which detail does not best support that flash floods are 

dangerous?  

A. They occur in all 50 states and kill an average of 100 people each year in urban 

as well as rural areas.  

B. Flash floods happen when prolonged heavy rain can’t drain quickly enough- 

typically, within six hours of a rainstorm.  

C. They uproot trees, and destroy homes and other buildings.  

D. Just 6 inches of surging water can sweep you off your feet.  

 

           Which of these details would you not include in a summary of the article?  

A. Flash floods are American’s deadliest weather hazard, says National Weather 

Service.  

B. Flash floods happen when prolonged heavy rain can’t drain quickly enough- 

typically, within six hours of a rainstorm.  

C. Before any heavy rains all, know your area’s relative risk for flooding.  

D. Two feet of floodwater can carry away most automobiles.  

 

          Read this sentence from the article.  

         Never try to wade through flash-flood water, either, even if it only reaches 

your ankles. 

Which of the following phrase best support the meaning of wade? 

A. To paddle through something.  

B. To make your way through something.  

C. To swim through something. 

D. To climb through something.  
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Which of the following heading supports paragraphs 5, 6, and 7?  

A. Emergency supplies for flash floods  

B. Staying Safe 

C. National Weather Service  

D. Intense Rainstorms 
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irections 

Read this article. Then answer questions 12-18 
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1 Narrator 1: Long ago, the wolves came to live with the people. The animals 

were welcomed, but given rules to live by.  

 

2 Gray Wolf: We agree not to sneak into the chicken coops or plunder fields of 

cattle in exchange for a warm home and plenty of food.  

 

3 Black Nose: And we will not howl at night and wake the children.  

 

4 Gray Wolf: We will walk on four legs.  

 

5 Black Nose: And be faithful to our families.  

 

6 Narrator 1: True to their words, the wolves were obedient, loving, and 

faithful. Soon, the people began calling them “dogs.” The dogs were quite 

happy with the arrangement. Those few dogs who did not follow the rules were 

banished back into the wilderness.  

 

7 Narrator 1: Many years passed. Then one night, a pup named Long Tail sat by 

the fire watching his people dance and sing. He closed his eyes and listened 

dreamily.  

 

8 Long Tail: What is this? My 

tail is dancing to the tune. My 

tummy is tingling, and my feet 

are beginning to twitch. I have 

this crazy desire to stand, and 

dance, and sing, like my 

people.  

 

9 Narrator 2: In those days, the 

dogs often gathered in the 

fields where the older dogs 

liked to tell stories and counsel 

the younger ones.  
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10 Faithful One: Your great- 

great granddogs lived in 

the wild. They had to hunt 

their own food, sleep 

outside in the freezing rain 

and snow, and constantly 

watch their tails so stealthy 

predator didn’t attack. You 

young pups have it easy- 

always safe and warm.  

 

11 Blossom: But we have too 

many rules!  

 

12 Mighty Hunter: Rules? 

Hump! We have good lives in exchange for following a few easy rules.  

 

13 Long Tail: My life would be even better if I could dance and sing.  

 

14 Faithful One: Nonsense! Only people dance and sing, not dogs!  

 

15 Blossom: I wonder what it would feel like to stand on two feet and dance. I 

would like to try it, too.  

 

16 Mighty Hunter: Do not ever stand on two legs. Four legs are much better than 

two!  

 

17 Faithful One: Four legs help us balance. 

 

18 Mighty Hunter: Do not forget about our tails. They help us balance too. Our 

poor people do not have tails.  

 

19 Faithful One: And doesn’t it feel great to wag our tails? Every bit as good as 

dancing!  
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20 Narrator 2: The young dogs were not convinced. One night, they called a 

secret meeting in a forest clearing. As the light of the moon shone down. They 

could hear the sounds of their people playing drums and flutes in the distance.  

 

21 Long Tail: I feel it again. That tug in my belly. That twitch in my toes. I am 

going to push myself up and stand on two feet. Whoa! This swaying is hard to 

control.  

 

22 Blossom: I will stand on two feet, too. We can lean against each other so we 

do not fall.  

 

23 Narrator 2: The two dogs leaned together, paw to paw. Soon other dogs lifted 

their paws, leaned into each other, and began to dance and sing, too.  

 

24 Long Tail: This is so much fun! 

 

25 Shaking Snow: Except your tails look silly, dragging on the ground. 

 

26 Long Tail: I will take mine off and hang it on the bush, then. Now I look just 

like my people.  

 

27 Narrator 1: All of the other dogs took off their tails and hung them on the 

bushes, too. Soon their singing grew so loud that the people ran to the forest to 

investigate the strange sounds.  

 

28 Tumbling Stream: What is this?  Dogs dancing and singing?  

 

29 Narrator 1: The young dogs were mortified when their people found them 

breaking the rules. One by one, they dropped to their four legs and raced to the 

bushes to grab their t tails.  

 

30 Long Tail: I will take this one.  

 

31 Blossom: This one will work.  

 

32 Shaking Snow: Wrong one, but it is the only one left! 
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33 Narrator1: Within moments, all dogs had selected any old tail; not stopping to 

make sure it was their own. They walked on four feet to their people who 

petted them.  

 

34 Tumbling Stream: Good girl, Blossom.  

 

35 Big Mountain: Way to obey, Long tail.  

 

36 Narrator 2: Ever since that night, dogs are still searching for their original 

tails. That is why dogs sniff each other’s tails when they meet.  

 

37 Blossom: Is this my tail?  

 

38 Long Tail: Too short.  

 

39 Shaking Snow: No, this is 

definitely not the one.  

 

40 Narrator 2: They are hoping 

to find their own tails that 

were lost on that night under 

the full moon, long, long, 

ago.  
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Planning Page 

 

You may PLAN your writing for question 28 here if you wish, but do NOT 

write your final answer on this page.  Writing on this Planning Page will NOT 

count toward your final score.  Write you final answer on Pages 33 and 34.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer 
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Name:  ____________________________             Week 38 Day 4 Date: __________________ 

BCCS Boys                                                               MIT/Stanford 

Do Now 

1. Who do you think should help when a natural disaster occurs?  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

  

2. What could YOU do to help when a natural disaster occurs in a different country or 

a different part of the United States?  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Module 4:  Natural Disasters 

 

Standard RI.5.2:  Text Summary 

LEQ What can I learn about people and organizations that are there to assist 

during and after a natural disaster? 

Objective I can summarize the words of Barack Obama in a speech about the 

______________ and __________________ efforts in Haiti after the 

earthquake.   

Assignment 

to Submit 

Nearpod 
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Transcript: 

 Recovery Rebuilding Opening Remarks 

Definition The action or 

___________ of 

regaining possession or 

control of something.       

Build something 

(__________) after 

it has been damaged 

or destroyed. 

A ___________ given as 

an introduction or 

welcome before an 

event.   
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Opening Remarks by President Obama 

 

Good morning, everybody. In times of great challenge in our country and around the 

world, Americans have always come together to lend a hand and to serve others and to 

do what’s right. That’s what the American people have been doing in recent days with 

their extraordinary generosity and contributions to the Haitian people. 

 

At this moment, we’re moving forward with one of the largest relief efforts in our 

history—to save lives and to deliver relief that averts an even larger catastrophe. The two 

leaders with me today will ensure that this is matched by a historic effort that extends 

beyond our government, because America has no greater resource than the strength and 

the compassion of the American people. 

 

We just met in the Oval Office—an office they both know well. And I’m pleased that 

President George W. Bush and President Bill Clinton have agreed to lead a major 

fundraising effort for relief: the Clinton Bush Haiti Fund. On behalf of the American 

people, I want to thank both of you for returning to service and leading this urgent 

mission. 

 

This is a model that works. After the terrible tsunami in Asia, President Bush turned to 

President Clinton and the first President Bush to lead a similar fund. That effort raised 

substantial resources for the victims of that disaster—money that helped save lives, 

deliver aid, and rebuild communities. And that’s exactly what the people of Haiti 

desperately need right now. 

 

Every day that goes by, we learn more about the horrifying scope of this catastrophe—

destruction and suffering that defies comprehension. Entire communities buried under 

mountains of concrete. Families sleeping in the streets. Injured desperate for care. Many 

thousands feared dead. That’s why thousands of American personnel—civilian and 

military—are on the scene working to distribute clean drinking water and food and 

medicine, and thousands of tons of emergency food supplies are arriving every day. 
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Transcript: 

Opening Remarks by President Obama 

 

It will be difficult. It is an enormous challenge to distribute this aid quickly and safely in 

a place that has suffered such destruction. That’s what we’re focused on now—working 

closely with our partners: the Haitian government, the United Nations, and many 

organizations and nations—friends from Argentina and France, from Dominican 

Republic and Brazil, and countries all around the world. 

 

And Secretary Hillary Clinton will be in Haiti today to meet with President Préval and 

continue our close coordination with his government. But we also know that our longer-

term effort will not be measured in days and weeks; it will be measured in months and 

even years. And that’s why it’s so important to enlist and sustain the support of the 

American people. That’s why it’s so important to have a point of coordination for all the 

support that extends beyond our government. 

 

Here at home, Presidents Bush and Clinton will help the American people to do their 

part, because responding to a disaster must be the work of all of us. Indeed, those 

wrenching scenes of devastation remind us not only of our common humanity but also 

of our common responsibilities. This time of suffering can and must be a time of 

compassion. 

 

As the scope of the destruction became apparent, I spoke to each of these gentlemen, 

and they each asked the same simple question: How can I help? In the days ahead they’ll 

be asking everyone what they can do—individuals, corporations, NGOs, and institutions. 

And I urge everyone who wants to help to visit www.clintonbushhaitifund.org. 

 

We’re fortunate to have the service of these two leaders. President Bush led America’s 

response to the Asian tsunami, aid, and relief that prevented even greater loss of life in 

the months after that disaster. And his administration’s efforts to fight against 

HIV/AIDS in Africa treated more than 10 million men, women, and children. 

 

As president, Bill Clinton helped restore democracy in Haiti. As a private citizen, he has 

helped to save the lives of millions of people around the world. And as the United 

Nations special envoy to Haiti, he understands intimately the daily struggles and needs 

of the Haitian people. 

And by coming together in this way, these two leaders send an unmistakable message to 

the people of Haiti and to the people of the world: In these difficult hours, America 

stands united. We stand united with the people of Haiti, who have shown such 

incredible resilience, and we will help them to recover and to rebuild. 
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Transcript: 

Opening Remarks by President Obama 

 

Yesterday we witnessed a small but remarkable display of that determination—some of 

you may have seen it—Haitians with little more than the clothes on their back marched 

peacefully through a ruined neighborhood, and despite all their loss and all their 

suffering, they sang songs of faith and songs of hope. 

 

These are the people we’re called upon to help. Those are the hopes that we’re 

committed to answering. That’s why the three of us are standing together today. And 

with that, I would invite each president to say a few words. I’m going to start with 

President Bush. 

 
 



41 
 

 

 

 



42 
 

Name:  ____________________________             Week 38 Day 5 Date: __________________ 

BCCS Boys                                                               MIT/Stanford 

 

 

Module 4:  Natural Disasters 

Standard RI.5.6:  Compare and Contrast multiple accounts of the same event or topic.   

  

LEQ What can I learn about people and organizations that are there to assist 

during and after a natural disaster? 

Objective I can ___________ and _____________ different accounts of the rebuilding 

and recovery efforts in Haiti after the earthquake of 2010.           

Assignment 

to Submit 

Nearpod 
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Nearpod Code:  ___________________________ 

 

 
 

 

Article Title:   
Main Idea #1:   2-3 Supporting Details:   

Main Idea #2: 2-3 Supporting Details:   
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Name ___________________________________________________ 

 

5th Grade Modified ELA Remote Learning Packet 

Week 39 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Dear Educator,  

My signature is proof that I have reviewed my scholar’s work 

and supported him to the best of my ability to complete all 

assignments.   

 
 
________________________________   ______________________________ 
           (Parent Signature)       (Date) 

 

 
 

 

Parents please note that all academic packets are also available on our 

website at www.brighterchoice.org under the heading “Remote 

Learning." All academic packet assignments are mandatory and must be 

completed by all scholars.  

 

http://www.brighterchoice.org/
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Name:  ____________________________             Week 39 Day 1 Date: __________________ 

BCCS Boys                                                               MIT/Stanford 

 

 

Module 4:  Natural Disasters 

 

 

  

 

Standard RI.5.2:  Summarize an informational article.     

  

LEQ What can I learn about people and organizations that are there to assist 

during and after a natural disaster? 

Objective I can explain what a multinational aid _____________________ is and 

explain how the _________ _____________ is a multinational aid 

organization.             

Assignment 

to Submit 

Nearpod 

 



48 
 

The Red Cross at a Glance 

by Dave Coustan 

 
 

When disaster strikes anywhere around the world, the Red Cross is always among the 

first and biggest aid organizations to set up relief efforts. The Red Cross always finds a 

way to bring support staff, food aid, shelter, and medical care to areas of great need, 

even in the most dangerous and difficult conditions imaginable. Their efforts to provide 

relief for victims of Hurricane Katrina represent the largest mobilization of its kind in 

history. 

 The mission of the American Red Cross is to provide nonpartisan aid in times of 

war and peace, as well as disaster and emergency relief. 

 It was founded by Clara Barton in 1881. 

 The Red Cross is led by a staff of volunteers. 

 The American Red Cross is a private charity and is not a part of the U.S. 

government. It works in cooperation with government organizations such as the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the U.S. Armed Forces. 

 The costliest disaster was the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. Those 

events resulted in costs of almost $1 billion in disaster assistance. The greatest 

loss of life occurred during the Galveston, Texas hurricane of 1900, when 6,000 

people lost their lives. 

 The Red Cross does not accept individual donations of goods in kind like food 

and clothing. The costs and difficulties associated with organizing, sanitizing, 

maintaining, and distributing those goods makes it more efficient for the Red 

Cross to work through cash donations from individuals. Where possible, they use 

vouchers to allow victims to select the most locally appropriate aid. 

 The American Red Cross is part of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Movement, which values all nations equally and respects the status of all people. 

 There are almost 900 chapters of the American Red Cross in the United States. 

 Almost 25 percent of the Red Cross’s funding comes from private donations. 

In addition to providing direct aid in times of war and disaster, the American Red Cross 

provides regular educational, medical, and community services through its local 

chapters. Together, they collect and test more than 7 million units of donated blood each 

year. In 2004 they taught 11 million Americans critical lifesaving skills such as CPR and 

first aid. 
 

 

 

 

https://plus.google.com/100852127692451096967?rel=author
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Three-column note-catcher: What is a Multinational Aid Organization? 

 

Multinational means … Aid means … Organization means … 

The Red Cross is 

multinational … 

The Red Cross provides 

aid … 

The Red Cross is an 

organization … 
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Name:  ____________________________             Week 39 Day 2 Date: __________________ 

BCCS Boys                                                               MIT/Stanford 

 

 

Module 4:  Natural Disasters 

 

 

  

Standard RI.5.1: Cite evidence from a text to support an inference.   

 

LEQ What can I learn about people and organizations that are there to assist 

during and after a natural disaster? 

Objective I can explain how the Red Cross is a multinational aid organization with 

______________________ details from a text.             

Assignment 

to Submit 

Nearpod 
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Video Viewing 

1.  What types of aid does the Red Cross provide? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Where does the Red Cross provide aid? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Directions:  Read the article that follows.  Write a main idea statement and gist 

statements.  Then, complete Part 1 and Part 2 below.   

 

Part 1: “The Red Cross: Disaster Response” 

 

 Read the article “The Red Cross: Disaster Response”  AGAIN to locate and underline 

details about how “The Red Cross is multinational …” how “The Red Cross provides 

aid …,” and how “The Red Cross is an organization …” 

 

 Add two to three pieces of paraphrased information to the lower half of your note-

catcher to explain how “The Red Cross is multinational …,” how “The Red Cross provides 

aid …,” and how “The Red Cross is an organization …”. 

 

Part 2: Explaining How the Red Cross Is a Clear Example of a Multinational Aid Organization 

 

 Review key ideas from your note-catcher to determine how the Red Cross is a clear 

example of a multinational aid organization. 

 

 To complete the second statement at the bottom of your note-catcher “The Red Cross is a 

clear example of a multinational aid organization because …,” use details from your note-

catcher. 
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The Red Cross Disaster Response 
 

A Growing Global Need 

 

Global trends such as rapid population growth, unplanned urbanization, environmental 

degradation, and climate change have caused an increase in the frequency and severity 

of natural disasters. Communities living in disaster-prone areas are the most at risk, and 

often the least able to cope with the effects of disaster.  

 

The American Red Cross helps vulnerable people worldwide prevent, prepare for, and 

respond to disasters. Through our emergency disaster response efforts, we provide relief 

and recovery assistance to millions of people annually. 

 

The Red Cross Advantage 

 

In collaboration with the global Red Cross network, the American Red Cross is 

constantly monitoring disasters around the globe. When disasters occur, the local Red 

Cross or Red Crescent can often handle crises alone. Other times, they need a helping 

hand and request assistance through the global Red Cross system. This coordinated 

approach helps ensure that available resources match needs on the ground. 

 

How We Respond 

 

When a Red Cross or Red Crescent partner reaches out for assistance, the American Red 

Cross can respond by deploying technical experts, mobilizing relief supplies, or 

providing financial assistance.  

 

Technical Support—The American Red Cross has a network of highly experienced 

disaster responders and volunteers who can assist in the assessment of needs and 

implementation of vital relief services immediately following global disasters. The 

American Red Cross manages two Emergency Response Units (ERUs), or trained teams 

specializing in specific disaster services. A Relief ERU assists with supply management 

and distribution, while an IT and Telecommunications ERU facilitates the flow of 

critical information. 
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The Red Cross Disaster Response 

 

Relief Supplies—To ensure the rapid delivery of assistance, we pre-position relief 

supplies at warehouses in Panama City, Panama; Dubai, United Arab Emirates; and 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Stocks include hygiene kits, blankets, kitchen sets, tarps, and 

mosquito nets. 

 

Financial Assistance—We provide cash for the rapid purchase of the most needed 

supplies in disaster-affected countries. Cash reduces the time and cost of delivery and 

stimulates the local economy, which is often undermined by a disaster. 
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The Red Cross is 

multinational … 

 

• “… one of the biggest aid 

organizations …” 

• “… almost 900 chapters of the 

American Red Cross in the 

U.S … to help when disaster 

strikes anywhere around the 

world …” 

 

The Red Cross provides 

aid … 

 

• “Set up relief efforts …” 

• “Provides aid in times of … 

disaster.” 

• Provided “… almost $1 billion 

in disaster assistance …” after 

September 11 terrorist attacks 

 

The Red Cross is an 

organization … 

 

• “Brings support staff … to 

areas of great need …” 

• “… led by a staff of 

volunteers.” 

 

 

A multinational aid organization is … 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

The Red Cross is a clear example of a multinational aid organization because … 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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Name:  ____________________________             Week 39 Day 3 Date: __________________ 

BCCS Boys                                                               MIT/Stanford 

Do Now 

1.  If YOU had gone into Haiti to help after the earthquake, what would YOU have 

done?  Explain at least 3 things and why.  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Module 4:  Natural Disasters 

 

 

  

 

 

     
 

 

 

Standard W.5.8:  I can document what I learn about a topic by taking notes.     

 

LEQ What can I learn about people and organizations that are there to assist 

during and after a natural disaster? 

Objective I can ___________ ___________ from an informational text about the Red 

Cross aid to Haiti.               

Assignment 

to Submit 

Nearpod 
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Transitional and Permanent Homes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Health, Water, and Sanitation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disaster Risk Reduction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Livelihood and Host Families 
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Name:  ____________________________             Week 39 Day 4 Date: __________________ 

BCCS Boys                                                               MIT/Stanford 

 

Do Now 

1. How does an earthquake affect the Earth’s surface?         

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

2. What could we do to better prepare for earthquakes?  

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Module 4:  Natural Disasters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standard RI.5.2:  Central Idea 

 

LEQ How can I think critically about natural disasters and society?   

Objective I can determine a ________________ idea of a text and how it is conveyed 

through particular details.             

Assignment 

to Submit 

Nearpod 
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Name:  ____________________________             Week 39 Day 5 Date: __________________ 

BCCS Boys                                                               MIT/Stanford 

Do Now 

1. What do you know about volcanoes?  

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What can cause a volcano to erupt?  

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Module 4:  Natural Disasters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standard RI.5.2:  Summarize key details of an informational text.     

LEQ How can I summarize an informational text?   

Objective I can __________________ key details and ideas about a text.     

Assignment 

to Submit 

Nearpod 
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